

House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, speaks to reporters following a meeting with President Barack Obama at the White House in 
Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 


At Press Time: 

Obama , lawmakers end meeting with no solution 


Taking Stock: 
WALL STREET 
PARALYZED BY 
SHUTDOWN 



Trader Steven Kaplan works 
on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange Wednesday, 
Oct. 2, 2013. ~ 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Wall 
Street to Washington: end 
the shutdown and move 
on. The U.S. stock market 
ended lower Wednesday 
as traders, Europe's cen¬ 
tral banker and Wall Street 
CEOs urged Congress to 
stop the two-day govern¬ 
ment shutdown that has 
closed national parks, put 
hundreds of thousands of 
federal employees on fur¬ 
lough and forced President 
Barack Obama to cancel 
an overseas trip. 

Wall Street made it clear on 
that the longer the budget 
fight drags on, the more its 
bankers worry about signifi¬ 
cant damage to the econ¬ 
omy and the possibility 
that Congress won’t allow 
the government to borrow 
more. The financial market 
sees that as a disastrous 
move that could send the 
U.S. into recession. 

“I’m not going out there 
and beating my chest and 
saying the world is coming 
to an end here,” said Brad 
McMillan, the Chief Invest¬ 
ment Officer at Common¬ 
wealth Financial, an invest¬ 
ment adviser. “But we face 
the possibility for signifi¬ 
cantly greater disruptions 
than the market is currently 
pricing in.” 

Continued on Page 24 


DAVID ESPO 

AP Special Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama con¬ 
ferred with congressional 
leaders at the White House 
on Wednesday for the first 
time since a partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown began, 
but there were no signs of 
progress toward ending an 
impasse that has idled hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of fed¬ 
eral workers and curbed 
federal services around 
the country. Obama “re¬ 
fuses to negotiate,” House 
Speaker John Boehner told 
reporters after private talks 
that lasted more than an 


hour. 

“All we're asking for here 
is a discussion and fairness 
for the American people 
under Obamacare,” he 
said, referring to the na¬ 
tion’s new health care law, 
the key legislative achieve¬ 
ment of Obama’s first term. 
But Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid of Nevada said, 
“We're locked in tight on 
Obamacare" and neither 
the president nor Demo¬ 
crats in Congress will ac¬ 
cept changes in that 
health care law as the 
price for spending legisla¬ 
tion needed to reopen the 
government. 


Funding for much of the 
government was cut off 
Tuesday after a Repub¬ 
lican effort to thwart the 
health care law stalled the 
short-term, normally routine 
spending bill. 

Public anger mounted as 
the partial shutdown closed 
iconic national parks mon¬ 
uments and forced 800,000 
employees — nearly a third 
of the federal workforce — 
off the job. People classi¬ 
fied as essential employees 

— such as air traffic control¬ 
lers, Border Patrol agents 
and most food inspectors 

— continued to work. 

The shutdown forced 


Obama to cancel two stops 
in his long-planned trip to 
Asia and disrupted govern¬ 
ment services across the 
country. It even idled many 
employees of the nation’s 
intelligence services. With 
the nation’s ability to bor¬ 
row money soon to lapse, 
Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats alike said the shut¬ 
down that has furloughed 
an estimated 800,000 fed¬ 
eral workers could last for 
two weeks or more, oblig¬ 
ing a divided government 
to grapple with both issues 
at the same time. 


Continued on Page 3 
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HUP FRONT 


In retaliation; 

3 Venezuelan envoys expelled by US 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Three Venezuelan diplo¬ 
mats were ordered out of 
the United States on Tues¬ 
day in response to their 
government's decision 
to boot three U.S. officials 
from Venezuela, including 
the highest-ranking U.S. en¬ 


time frame set by Venezu¬ 
ela for the U.S. envoys. 

“It is regrettable that the 
Venezuelan government 
has again decided to ex¬ 
pel U.S. diplomatic officials 
based on groundless alle¬ 
gations, which require re¬ 
ciprocal action. It is coun¬ 
terproductive to the inter¬ 
ests of both our countries,” 


allegations were related 
to the U.S. Embassy work¬ 
ers’ travel to Bolivar state, 
which is home to troubled 
state-owned foundries and 
Venezuela’s main hydro¬ 
electric plant. 

“They were there conduct¬ 
ing normal diplomatic en¬ 
gagement, as we've said 
in the past and should 



Kelly Keiderling, Charge d’Affairs of the U.S. embassy in Venezuela, arrives to give a news confer¬ 
ence after Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro expelled her and two other embassy officials 
from the country, in Caracas, Venezuela. Maduro alleged they conspired with “the extreme right” 
to sabotage the economy and power grid. Keiderling said the allegations were related to their 
visit to Bolivar state, home to state-owned foundries and the country's main hydroelectric plant. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 


voy in the country. 
Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro an¬ 
nounced the expulsion of 
U.S. charge d’affaires Kelly 
Keiderling and two other 
diplomats Monday, accus¬ 
ing them of conspiring with 
“the extreme right” to sab¬ 
otage the South American 
country's economy and 
power grid. 

U.S. officials vigorously de¬ 
nied the allegation and 
had hinted Tuesday after¬ 
noon there might be a re¬ 
taliatory expulsion of Ven¬ 
ezuelan envoys. 

Late Tuesday, the State 
Department said it was ex¬ 
pelling Venezuelan charge 
d’affaires Calixto Ortega 
Rios and Second Secretary 
Monica Alejandra Sanchez 
Morales at the Washington 
embassy and Consul Mari- 
sol Gutierrez de Almeida 
at the Houston consulate. 
It gave them 48 hours to 
leave the U.S., the same 


the State Department said. 
Maduro said earlier Tues¬ 
day that socialist-led Ven¬ 
ezuela will not have cordial 
relations with the United 
States as long as U.S. dip¬ 
lomats continue what he 
alleges are attempts to de¬ 
stabilize his country. 
Speaking from the govern¬ 
ment palace, Maduro said 
that “while the govern¬ 
ment of the United States 
does not understand that 
it has to respect our coun¬ 
try’s sovereignty there will 
be simply be no cordial re¬ 
lations nor cordial commu¬ 
nication.” 

“The day that the govern¬ 
ment of President (Barack) 
Obama rectifies the situa¬ 
tion we will establish new 
points of contact to dis¬ 
cuss common issues,” said 
Maduro, the hand-picked 
successor to late President 
Hugo Chavez. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Jen Psaki said the 


come as no surprise,” Psaki 
said. In a news conference 
in Caracas, Keiderling said 
she and the other diplo¬ 
mats would leave Ven¬ 
ezuela on Wednesday be¬ 
fore the 48-hour deadline 
expired. “The work of the 
embassy will continue. It 
doesn't matter very much 
if it is one person or anoth¬ 
er" doing it, she said. 

She said that if the accusa¬ 
tion against them was that 
they had met with Venezu¬ 
elans then “it is true. We 
met with Venezuelans.” 
“These meetings with civil 
society can be with (the in¬ 
dependent election moni¬ 
toring group) Sumate, they 
can be with a group of 
women, with mothers who 
have lost children or with 
an environmental group 
that wants to lobby for 
cleaning a park," she said. 
“If we aren’t talking with 
these people, we aren’t 
doing our jobs.”□ 



LATIN & CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 

Colombia ambassador to Russia quitting 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombia's ambassador to 
Russia Rafael Amador has told a local radio station that 
he’s quit his post amid anonymous charges of child sex 
abuse. Amador told Colombian radio La FM in a Wednes¬ 
day interview from Moscow that he's stepping aside vol¬ 
untarily so President Juan Manuel Santos and his govern¬ 
ment won't be harmed by the rumors. In the interview, 
Amador denied as “absurd” the charges that have ap¬ 
peared in Colombian media in recent days, citing anon¬ 
ymous young Colombians claiming he sexually abused 
them. Colombia’s Embassy in Moscow didn’t immediate¬ 
ly return calls from The AP. 

Glencore to close Dominican nickel mine 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic (AP) — Mining 
group Glencore Xstrata PLC says it will temporarily close 
the Falcondo nickel mine in the Dominican Republic that 
it had been seeking to expand amid environmental op¬ 
position. Falcondo mine spokesman Alain Astacio says 
the mine will close for an estimated two to three years 
because of falling nickel prices. The company is laying off 
900 of 1,000 employees and about 700 contractors. The 
ferronickel mine is north of Santo Domingo in the Bonao 
region of the country. A U.N. panel had warned the proj¬ 
ect would threaten water, wildlife and wetlands in the 
area. 

Bolivia finds $1 million tossed from plane 

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bolivian officials say they've found 
$1 million in a bag tossed from an airplane. Government 
Minister Carlos Romero says anti-drug police spotted a 
man who was signaling to a low-flying plane at a clandes¬ 
tine landing strip. As the plane swooped low, a bag filled 
with money was tossed out. Romero says police arrested 
three people and seized two vehicles, a rifle and an au¬ 
tomatic weapon during Sunday’s operating in Tigre. The 
plane escaped. He says the operation foiled plans to cre¬ 
ate a drug factory. Bolivian officials defend use of coca 
as a traditional stimulant, but try to prosecute those who 
try to turn it into cocaine and trade in it. 

Puerto Rico seeks to help coffee industry 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Puerto Rico's governor says 
he plans to boost the island’s sluggish coffee industry by 
generating 6,000 new jobs and cultivating an additional 
16,000 acres (6,400 hectares) in the next two years. Ale¬ 
jandro Garcia Padilla said Wednesday that the govern¬ 
ment will recruit workers in January and award $4.2 mil¬ 
lion in fertilizer incentives. He said another $670,000 will 
be available under a production subsidy program. The 
island loses an estimated 35 percent of each year's crop 
because there is no one to pick it. Some 80,000 pounds 
of coffee were collected during the most recent harvest, 
one of the lowest in the island’s history. 

Rio police officers blamed for slum killing 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Investigators in Rio de Janeiro 
are asking that 10 police officers be charged in the tor¬ 
ture and killing of a slum dweller. Police investigators said 
Wednesday that the officers are suspected of torturing 
and killing Amarildo de Souza in the Rocinha slum. He 
was a bricklayer and the father of six children. Investiga¬ 
tors believe the officers later discarded Souza’s remains, 
which have not been found. Under Brazilian law, prosecu¬ 
tors now have 30 days to decide whether to file charges 
against the officers. Q 












U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel arrives at Yokota Air Base 
outside of Tokyo in Fussa, Japan, Oct. 2, 2013. Hagel said a 
“pivot” in American foreign policy in Asia remained a priority, 
despite conflicts in the Middle East and budget crises at home. 

(Jacquelyn Martin/The New York Times) 

In Asia, Hagel pursues ‘pivot’ in 
US policy and defense strategy 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON/SEOUL - In 

the four years since he an¬ 
nounced a shift in U.S. for¬ 
eign policy and defense 
strategy to counter China’s 
ambitions in Asia, President 
Barack Obama has found 
himself perpetually side¬ 
lined from his goals by a se¬ 
ries of escalating conflicts 
in the Middle East and bud¬ 
get crises at home. A long- 
planned trip to the area in 
two weeks has been par¬ 
tially wiped out because of 
the government shutdown. 
But Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel is forg¬ 
ing ahead with a military 
agenda that reflects the 
Obama administration’s ris¬ 
ing security and economic 
interests in the region and 
his own passions for Asia. 
After only seven months in 
the job, Hagel is here this 
week on his third trip as 
defense secretary to the 
region, including four days 
in South Korea - the longest 
stay by a U.S. defense sec¬ 
retary in a generation - and 
a stop in Japan. 

The Asian rebalance, “is a 
priority," Hagel said at a 
news conference Wednes¬ 
day here with the South 
Korean defense minister, 
Kim Kwan-jin. “You always 
adjust your resources to 
match your priorities.” 

For Hagel, whose bruising 
January confirmation hear¬ 
ing, along with Obama’s 
diminished interest in the 
Pentagon, has left him 
overshadowed by his for¬ 
mer Senate colleague. 


Secretary of State John 
Kerry, the so-called Asia 
pivot is both a test and an 
opportunity. 

“With Secretary Kerry 
spending most of his time 
and energy on the Middle 
East, additional responsi¬ 
bility has fallen on Hagel 
to demonstrate the Unit¬ 
ed States commitment to 
Asia,” said Ely Ratner, the 
deputy director of fhe Asia- 
Pacific Security Program 
at the Center for a New 
American Security. 

But, said Ratner, Hagel's ef¬ 
forts are “arguably at the 
cost of reinforcing percep¬ 
tions in the region that the 
rebalancing policy is pri¬ 
marily a military endeavor.” 
In Washington, some de¬ 
fense policy experts criti¬ 
cize the policy, saying it 
amounts to little militarily 
and is largely a repackag¬ 
ing of existing policies. Fur¬ 
ther, the policy has antag¬ 
onized the Chinese, which 
some experts believe is 
needless. 

Pentagon officials say fhey 
are managing the ten¬ 
sions while devoting new 
resources to a region of 
increased sfrafegic inter¬ 
est after 12 years of war 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
They also argue that the 
“pivot” was meant to be 
focused on diplomacy and 
trade, but that their military 
might in the region - four 
lifforal combat ships to be 
deployed in Singapore, in¬ 
creased joint military exer¬ 
cises with Asia and 2,500 
Marines in Darwin, Australia 
- are more visible. Q 
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At Press Time: 

Obama, lawmakers end meeting with no solution 


Continued from front 


The Republican-controlled 
House approved legisla¬ 
tion to reopen the nation’s 
parks and the National 
Institutes of Health, even 
though many Democrats 
criticized them as part of a 
piecemeal approach that 
fell far short of what was 
needed. 

The bills face dim pros¬ 
pects in the Senate, and 
the White House threat¬ 
ened to veto both in the 
unlikely event they make it 
to Obama’s desk. 

“What we're trying to do 


is to get the government 
open as quickly as possi¬ 
ble,” said the House major¬ 
ity leader. Rep. Eric Cantor. 
“And all that it would take 
is us realizing we have a lot 
in agreement.” 

The stock market ended 
lower as Wall Street CEOs, 
Europe’s central banker 
and traders pressed for 
a solution before serious 
damage is done to the 
economy. Chief execu¬ 
tives from the nation’s big¬ 
gest financial firms mef 
Obama for more than an 
hour Wednesday, some 
of fhem plainly frustrated 
with the tactics at play in 


Congress and with the po¬ 
tential showdown coming 
over the debt limit. 

“You can re-litigate these 
policy issues in a political 
forum, but we shouldn't 
use threats of causing the 
U.S. to fail on its obligations 
to repay its debt as a cud¬ 
gel,” Lloyd Blankfein, CEO 
of Goldman Sachs, said af¬ 
ter the meeting. 

In an interview with CNBC 
before meeting with law¬ 
makers, Obama said he 
would not negotiate with 
Republicans until the gov¬ 
ernment is reopened and 
Congress votes to raise the 
debt limit.O 



House Minority Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., left, with Senate Majority Leader Sen. Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., speaks to reporters following a meeting with President Barack Obama and the Re¬ 
publican leadership at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. Obama and 
congressional leaders met at the White House on the second day of a partial government shut¬ 
down. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 

$1M bail for suspect in airport bomb threat 


BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 
(AP) — A judge set bail at 
$1 million Wednesday for a 
man originally from Bosnia 
accused of felling secu¬ 
rity screeners at the Jack¬ 
sonville International Air¬ 
port he had a bomb in his 
backpack, prompting the 
evacuation of the airport. 
Authorities did not find any 
explosives. 

Zeljko Causevic, 39, re¬ 
mained silent during his 
brief hearing before Duval 
County Court Judge Russell 
Healey on charges of mak¬ 
ing a false report about 
planting a bomb and pos¬ 
sessing a hoax bomb. 
According to a Jacksonville 
Sheriff's Office arrest report. 


Causevic, a naturalized 
U.S. citizen, approached a 
Transportation Security Ad¬ 
ministration agent Tuesday, 
saying he had a device in 
his camouflage backpack 
that was “supposed to be 
a bomb, but it's not.” In¬ 
side the backpack, offi¬ 
cials found a small luggage 
scale with two batteries 
and a microchip. He told 
authorities he had a “det¬ 
onator,” which was a re¬ 
mote control device, and 
his bag also contained a 
cellphone. 

The Joint Terrorism Task 
Force interviewed Cause¬ 
vic and he was arrested. 
The threat shut down the 
airport for about five hours 
Tuesday night, delay¬ 
ing outbound flights and 


stranding passengers on 
planes on the tarmac. 

It was unclear whether 
Causevic was getting onto 
a flight, and authorities 
have not released a mo¬ 
tive. The FBI, airport police 
and the Jacksonville Sher¬ 
iff's Office are continuing 
to investigate. 

Phone numbers listed for 
Causevic were discon- 
nected.Arlie Gentry was 
on a Southwest flight arriv¬ 
ing from New York via Bal¬ 
timore just before 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

“We moved from one spof 
on the runway to another 
spot,” said Gentry, who was 
reached on his cellphone 
while still on the plane. 
“They told us we couldn't 
get off the plane."□ 
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Suspect arraigned in motorcycle brawl in New York 


COLLEEN LONG 

JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A mo¬ 
torcyclist was charged 
Wednesday with reck¬ 
less driving after prosecu¬ 
tors said he touched off a 
tense encounter with the 
driver of a sport utility ve¬ 
hicle and a throng of oth¬ 
er bikers that ended with 


blood and broken bones 
on a Manhattan street. 
Christopher Cruz, 28, of 
New Jersey, declined to 
comment as he was re¬ 
leased on $1,500 bail, fac¬ 
ing misdemeanor charges 
that also include unlawful 
imprisonment. His attorney, 
H. Benjamin Perez, said his 
client denied all the alle¬ 
gations. 


Cruz is the only person 
charged criminally so far in 
the Sunday encounter that 
was caught on a helmet- 
mounted camera worn 
by another biker and was 
posted online anonymous¬ 
ly- 

The Manhattan district at¬ 
torney’s office decided 
not immediately to pros¬ 
ecute a second person ar- 
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Christopher Cruz appears in criminal court in New York, 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. Cruz, 28, of New Jersey, was 
charged Wednesday with reckless driving after prosecutors 
said he touched off a tense encounter with the driver of a sport 
utility vehicle and a throng of other bikers that ended with 
blood and broken bones on a Manhattan street. He was also 
charged with unlawful imprisonment. His bail was set at $1,500 
cash. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


rested, Allen Edwards, 42, 
who surrendered to police 
on Tuesday. But prosecu¬ 
tors said the investigation 
continues, and they served 
notice that they intend to 
take the case against Cruz 
to a grand jury — a sign 
that more serious charges 
are likely. Karen Friedman- 
Agnifilo, the prosecutor 
overseeing the investiga¬ 
tion, said authorities were 
trying to build the strongest 
cases possible. 

Prosecutors and police 
said Cruz was participat¬ 
ing in a motorcycle rally 
speeding along Manhat¬ 


tan’s West Side Highway. 
Cruz cut in front of a black 
Range Rover and, still star¬ 
ing at its driver, slowed 
down so much that the 
rear tire of his motorcycle 
bumped the front of the 
SUV, they said. He got off 
and approached the SUV, 
prosecutors said. 

Video captured the mo¬ 
ment as about two dozen 
riders slowed down, swarm¬ 
ing the SUV and blocking 
its path. Some dismounted 
and approached the vehi¬ 
cle. Police said some of the 
bikers then began damag¬ 
ing the Range RoverO 


Feds shut down drugs website 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A hid¬ 
den website operated by 
a San Francisco man us¬ 
ing an alias from “The Prin¬ 
cess Bride” became a vast 
black market bazaar that 
brokered more than $1 
billion in transactions for il¬ 
legal drugs and services, 
according to court papers 
made public on Wednes¬ 
day in New York. 

A criminal complaint in 
New York charged the al¬ 
leged mastermind, Ross 
William Ulbricht, with nar¬ 
cotics trafficking, com¬ 
puter hacking and money 
laundering. 


A separate indictment in 
Maryland also accused 
him in a failed murder-for- 
hire scheme. 

The website. Silk Road, 
allowed users to anony¬ 
mously browse through 
nearly 13,000 listings under 
categories like “Cannibus,” 
"Psychedelics” and “Stim¬ 
ulants” before making pur¬ 
chases using the electronic 
currency Bitcoin. 

One listing for heroin prom¬ 
ised buyers “all rock, no 
powder, vacuum sealed 
and stealth shipping,” and 
had a community forum 
below where one person 
commented, “Quality is 
superb.”□ 
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Jury rejects claim that Jackson promoter negligent 


anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A jury 
cleared concert promoter 
AEG Live on Wednesday 
of negligence in the hiring 
of the doctor convicted of 
killing Michael Jackson. 


The panel unanimously re¬ 
jected a lawsuit brought 
by Jackson’s mother that 
sought to financially punish 
AEG Live LLC, the promot¬ 
ers of her son’s “This Is It” 
concerts planned for Lon¬ 
don. 

“I couldn’t be more 
pleased with the way the 
jury came out. They got 
it exactly right,” AEG Live 
lead defense attorney 
Marvin S. Putnam said after 
the verdict was read. 
Katherine Jackson told re¬ 
porters she was OK after 
the verdict. 

A victory could have 
meant hundreds of mil¬ 


lions of dollars in damages 
for Katherine Jackson and 
the singer's three children 
and provided a rebuke of 
AEG Live LLC, the nation's 
second-largest concert 
promoter. 

Lawyers for Katherine 


Jackson argued that AEG 
Live hired Dr. Conrad Mur¬ 
ray to be the singer’s phy¬ 
sician without considering 
whether he was fit for the 
job. 

AEG Live denied any 
wrongdoing and said it 
was Jackson who hired 
Murray. 

Murray was convicted in 
2011 of involuntary man¬ 
slaughter after giving Jack- 
son the overdose as he 
prepared for a series of 
comeback shows. 

The case provided the clos¬ 
est look yet at Jackson's 
drug use and his battles 
against chronic pain and 


insomnia. It also took jurors 
behind the scenes in the 
rough and tumble world 
of negotiations with one 
of the world’s most famous 
entertainers looking to so¬ 
lidify his legendary status 
after scandal interrupted 


his career. 

Witnesses said he saw the 
“This Is It” concerts as a 
chance for personal re¬ 
demption after being ac¬ 
quitted of child molesta¬ 
tion. 

But as the opening date 
of the shows approached, 
associates testified that he 
had bouts of insecurity and 
agonized over his inabil¬ 
ity to sleep. They said he 
turned to the drug propo¬ 
fol and found Murray, who 
was willing to buy it in bulk 
and administer it to him on 
a nightly basis even though 
it is not meant to be used 
outside operating rooms. 


Testimony at the civil trial 
showed that only Jackson 
and Murray knew he was 
taking the drug. 

In his closing argument, 
AEG Live attorney Mar¬ 
vin Putnam told jurors that 
the company would have 


pulled the plug on the 
shows if they knew he was 
using the anesthetic. 

“AEG would have never 
agreed to finance this tour 
if they knew Mr. Jackson 
was playing Russian rou¬ 
lette in his bedroom every 
night,” 

Brian Panish, a lawyer for 
the Jackson family, coun¬ 
tered that AEG Live was 
negligent by not look¬ 
ing far enough to find out 
what it needed to know 
about Murray. He claimed 
in his closing argument that 
the lure of riches turned 
the company and Murray 
into mercenaries who sac¬ 


rificed the pop star's life in 
a quest to boost their own 
fortunes. 

Panish asked jurors: “Do 
people do things they 
shouldn't do for money? 
People do it every day.” 

He said a $150,000-a- 
month contract to care for 
Jackson was a lifeline to 
help Murray climb out of 
his financial troubles, which 
included $500,000 in debt. 
AEG Live, meanwhile, had 
only one interest — launch¬ 
ing a world tour for the King 
of Pop that would yield un¬ 
told millions in profits, the 
lawyer said. 

AEG Live’s lawyers framed 
the case as being about 
personal choice, saying 
Jackson made bad choic¬ 
es about the drug that 
killed him and the doctor 
who provided it. 

They said he was the ar¬ 
chitect of his own demise 
and no one else can be 
blamed. 

Putnam said Jackson in¬ 
sisted on hiring the cardi¬ 
ologist, despite objections 
from AEG Live. 

“It was his money and he 
certainly wasn’t going to 
take no for an answer,” the 
lawyer said. 

Putnam portrayed AEG 
Live and its executives as 
victims of deception by 
Jackson and Murray. He 
showed brief excerpts from 
the “This Is It” documentary 
to show that Jackson ap¬ 
peared in top form just 12 
hours before he died. 

“AEG Live did not have a 
crystal ball,” he said. “Dr. 
Murray and Mr. Jackson 
fooled everyone. They 
want to blame AEG for 
something no one saw.'O 



Baliffs are sworn in to protect the jury as Brian Panish, foreground, attorney for the Michael Jackson family waits in a downtown Los 
Angeles courtroom. A jury cleared concert promoter AEG Live on Wednesday of negligence in the hiring of the doctor convicted 
of killing Michael Jackson. 

(AP Photo/AI Seib) 
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NSA official admits testing US cellphone tracking 


KIMBERLY DOZIER 

STEPHEN BRAUN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Na¬ 
tional Security Agency 
chief Gen. Keith Alexander 
revealed Wednesday that 
his spy agency once test¬ 
ed whether it could track 
Americans’ cellphone 
locations, in addition to 
its practice of sweeping 
broad information about 
calls made. 

Alexander and Director 
of National Intelligence 
James Clapper testified at 
a Senate Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee hearing on pro¬ 
posed reforms to the NSA’s 
surveillance of phone and 
internet usage around the 
world, exposed in June by 
former NSA analyst Edward 
Snowden. But neither spy 
chief discussed proposed 
reforms; instead they were 
questioned about new po¬ 
tential abuses that have 
come to light since then. 
Alexander denied a New 
York Times report published 
Saturday that said NSA 
searched social networks 
of Americans searching 
for foreign terror connec¬ 
tions, and detailed 12 pre¬ 
viously revealed cases of 
abuse by NSA employees 
who used the network for 
unsanctioned missions like 
spying on a spouse. He 
said all employees were 
caught and most were dis¬ 
ciplined. 

Alexander and Clapper 
also told lawmakers that 
the government shutdown 
that began Tuesday over 
a budget impasse is seri¬ 
ously damaging the intelli¬ 
gence community’s ability 
to guard against threats. 
They said they’re keep¬ 
ing counterterrorism staff 
at work as well as those 
providing intelligence to 


troops in Afghanistan, but 
that some 70 percent of 
the civilian workforce has 
been furloughed. Any de¬ 
tails on the jobs held by the 
furloughed employees is 
classified. 

Congress is mulling chang¬ 
es to the Foreign Intel¬ 
ligence Surveillance Act 
that some believe allows 
the NSA too much free¬ 
dom in gathering U.S. data 
as part of spying on tar¬ 


right now because when 
we identify a number, we 
give it to the FBI,” Alexander 
said. “When they get their 
probable cause, they can 
get the locational data.” 
He said if the NSA thought 
it needed to track some¬ 
one that way, it would go 
back to the Foreign Intel¬ 
ligence Surveillance Court 

— the secret court that au¬ 
thorizes its spying missions 

— for approval. He added 


said the NSA released the 
information in letters to the 
House and Senate Intelli¬ 
gence Committees ahead 
of the Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee meeting Wednesday. 
Wyden was not satisfied 
with Alexander's answer. 
“After years of stonewall¬ 
ing on whether the gov¬ 
ernment has ever tracked 
or planned to track the 
location of law abiding 
Americans through their 


Beanie Baby 
creator cries, 
pleads guilty 

MICHAEL TARM 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The 

billionaire who created 
Beanie Babies broke down 
crying in court Wednesday 
as he pleaded guilty to 
one count of tax evasion 
for hiding $25 million in in¬ 
come in secret Swiss bank 
accounts. 

H. Ty Warner, 69, also 
apologized as he stood 
before a federal judge in 
Chicago, removing his de¬ 
signer tortoise-shell glasses 
and wiping away tears as 
he struggled to regain his 
composure. 

“I have so much to be 
thankful for," said the sub¬ 
urban Chicago business¬ 
man, his voice breaking as 
he cited his Illinois-based 
stuffed-toy company, TY 
Inc. “There is no excuse for 
my actions.” 

The toy-maker’s 18-page 
plea deal says guidelines 
call for a prison term of 
around four years — a cal¬ 
culation that makes it likely 
he'll serve time behind 
bars. It also requires he pay 
a $53 million civil penalty. 
As Judge Charles Kocoras 
began questioning War¬ 
ner about his intention 
to plead guilty, Warner 
cupped his hand over his 
ear, asking the judge if he 
could speak up. “My hear¬ 
ing isn't so good,” Warner 
said. 

When asked if he under¬ 
stood the potential penal¬ 
ties included prison, War¬ 
ner replied quietly, “Yes, 
sir.” Beanie Babies first ap¬ 
peared in the ‘90s, trigger¬ 
ing a craze for the plush 
toys fashioned into bears 
and other animals. □ 



National Security Agency Director Gen. Keith Alexander testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013, before the Senate Judiciary Committee oversight hearing on the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. U.S. intelligence officials say the government shutdown is 
seriously damaging the intelligence community’s ability to guard against threats. 

(AP Photo/ Evan Vucci) 

cellphones, once again, 
the intelligence leadership 
has decided to leave most 
of the real story secret — 
even when the truth would 
not compromise national 
security,” he said. 
Alexander acknowledged 
his agency collects data 
from social networks and 
other commercial data¬ 
bases to hunt foreign ter¬ 
ror suspects but is not using 
the information to build pri¬ 
vate files on Americans. □ 


gets overseas. Alexander 
told the committee that 
his agency once tested, 
in 2010 and 2011, whether 
it could track Americans’ 
cellphone locations, but 
he says the NSA does not 
use that capability, leav¬ 
ing that to the FBI to build 
a criminal or foreign intelli¬ 
gence case against a sus¬ 
pect and track him. 

“This may be something 
that is a future requirement 
for the country but it is not 


that his agency reported 
the tests to both House 
and Senate intelligence 
committees, and that the 
data was never used for 
intelligence analysis. Only 
last week, Alexander re¬ 
fused to answer questions 
from Sen. Ron Wyden, a 
Democrat, about whether 
his agency had ever col¬ 
lected or planned to col¬ 
lect such “cell-site” data, 
as it is called, saying it was 
classified, but the general 
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US Financial Front: 

American companies added 
166,000 jobs in September 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

businesses added just 
166,000 jobs in September, 
only slightly more than the 
previous two months. The 
lack of improvement in hir¬ 
ing, along with the threat of 
a prolonged government 
shutdown, could help per¬ 
suade the Federal Reserve 
to delay scaling back its 
stimulus. Payroll company 
ADP said Wednesday that 
private employers added 
just 159,000 jobs in August 
and 161,000 in July. Both 
were lower than the previ¬ 
ous estimates. The figures 
are taking on greater im¬ 
portance because they 
may be the only measure 
of the September job mar¬ 
ket for some time. The La¬ 
bor Department will have 
to delay its September jobs 
report, scheduled for Fri¬ 
day, now that it appears 
the government shutdown 
will go past Wednesday. 
The ADP data suggest that 
the U.S. economy is grow¬ 
ing too slowly to rapidly 
boost hiring. Economists 
forecast that it expanded 
by a 1.5 percent to 2 per¬ 
cent annual rate in the 
July-September quarter, 
down from a 2.5 percent 
annual rate in the April- 
June quarter. 

At the same time, hiring 
has slowed, according to 
the government’s more 
comprehensive employ¬ 
ment figures. Employers 
have added 155,000 jobs 
a month in the four months 
through August. That's 
down from an average 
of 205,000 in the first four 
months of the year. 

The ADP figures show job 
growth remained sluggish 
in September. 

“The job market appears 
to have softened in re¬ 
cent months,” said Mark 


Zandi, chief economist at 
Moody’s Analytics, which 
helps compile the report. 
“While job growth has 
slowed, there remains a 
general resilience in the 
market. Job creation con¬ 
tinues to be consistent with 
a slowly declining unem¬ 
ployment rate.” 

Joseph LaVorgna, chief 
U.S. economist at Deutsche 
Bank, said the pace of job 
creation remains too weak 
to convince the Fed to 
scale back its $85-billion- 
a-month in bond purchas¬ 
es at its meeting later this 
month. And the partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown could 
slow economic growth, 
particularly if it lasts more 
than a week. A prolonged 
shutdown may lead the 
Fed to delay any reduction 
in its purchases until next 
year. “My sense is folks on 
the Fed would want to wait 
and see what the fallout is 
from that,” Zandi said. “It’s 
more likely to be early next 
year rather than this year.” 
Priorto the shutdown, econ¬ 
omists had been optimis¬ 
tic that economic growth 
could strengthen in the Oc- 
tober-December quarter 
to an annual rate between 
2.5 percent and 3 percent. 
But David Stockton, an 
economist at the Peterson 
Institute for International 
Economics, estimates the 
shutdown will shave about 
0.15 percentage points off 
the economy’s growth rate 
each week it lasts. 

The ADP report covers hiring 
only in the private sector. 
The figures often diverge 
from the government's 
more comprehensive jobs 
report. The government’s 
September jobs report is 
expected to show that 
employers added 180,000 
jobs, while the unemploy¬ 
ment rate was unchanged 
at 7.3 percent.O 



In this Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013, photo, registered nurse Salanda Bowman, left, talks with part-time 
Kentucky Wesleyan College student, Jason Ward, of Whitesville, about job openings at the Ow¬ 
ensboro Health Regional Hospital during a Regional Career and Job Fair in the Owensboro Sports 
Center in Owensboro, Ky. Payroll processor ADP reported mild job growth for September on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Gary Emord-Netzley) 
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Weapons experts start Syria mission amid clashes 


BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Deadly clash¬ 
es raged on the edge of 
Damascus on Wednesday 
and rival rebel factions bat¬ 
tled each other in northern 
Syria as international chem¬ 
ical weapons inspectors 
began to secure the sites 
where they will work. 

The fighting underscored 
the immense security chal¬ 
lenge that the dozens of 
disarmament experts must 
negotiate as they work 
amid the civil war to meet 
tight deadlines for elimi¬ 
nating President Bashar 
Assad's estimated 1,000- 
ton arsenal of chemical 
weapons. The inspectors’ 
mission — endorsed by a 
U.N. Security Council reso¬ 
lution passed last week — 
is to scrap Syria’s capacity 
to manufacture chemical 
weapons by Nov. 1 and 
destroy its entire stockpile 
by mid-2014. 

A convoy of SUVs with U.N. 
markings departed the 
central Damascus hotel 
where the team from the 
Organization for the Prohi¬ 
bition of Chemical Weap¬ 
ons is staying as the inspec¬ 
tors headed out for their 
first full day in the country. 
The U.N. and OPCW said 


in a statement that “joint 
work with the Syrian author¬ 
ities has begun on securing 
the sites where the team 
will operate, especially in 
outlying areas.” It added 
that planning continues for 
disabling production facili¬ 
ties as do discussions on the 
size of Syria's stockpile. 

One of the challenges the 
inspectors face is navigat¬ 
ing the war itself. 

On the northern edge of 
Damascus, fierce clashes 
between Syrian troops 
and al-Qaida-linked fight¬ 
ers killed at least 19 soldiers 
and pro-government mi¬ 
litiamen in the past three 
days, according to the Brit¬ 
ain-based Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights. 

The fighting in the contest¬ 
ed district of Barzeh flared 
Monday when the army 
stepped up attacks against 
opposition forces who have 
been trying to capture the 
area for months, the Obser¬ 
vatory said. Districts such as 
Barzeh, on the edge of Da¬ 
mascus, are important for 
rebels based in the capi¬ 
tal's outer suburbs as the 
fighters try to move closer 
to the heart of the city. 

The rebels, mostly from the 
ranks of al-Qaida-linked 
Jabhat al-Nusra fighters, 


also sustained losses but 
did not disclose them, the 
Observatory said. It also 
noted clashes in Jobar on 
the capital’s eastern edge. 
In northern Syria, the Obser¬ 
vatory reported clashes be¬ 
tween al-Qaida rebels and 
more moderate groups in 


from the Western-backed 
Free Syrian Army, the Ob¬ 
servatory said. There were 
no reports of casualties. 

The rebel infighting, which 
in recent months has risen 
in intensity, adds a new 
layer of complication to 
the 2/4-year-old conflict, in 


mission. An advance group 
of 19 OPCW experts and 14 
U.N. staff members arrived 
Tuesday in Damascus, and 
they will be joined within a 
week by a second group of 
inspectors.Syrian Informa¬ 
tion Minister Omran al-Zou- 
bi told The Associated Press 



Syrian opposition fighters run for cover from sniper fire during skirmishes with government forces in 
a frontline located at the top of a mountain in the countryside of Syria. Deadly clashes raged on 
the edge of Damascus on Wednesday and rival rebel factions battled each other in northern Syria 
as international chemical weapons inspectors began to secure the sites where they will work. 

(AP Photo) 


the town of Azaz on the 
Turkish border. Militants 
from the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant made 
advances against fighters 


which more than 100,000 
have been killed.Syria's 
war is the first that inspec¬ 
tors from the OPCW have 
faced in a disarmament 


that the country will coop¬ 
erate with the OPCW and 
facilitate the experts’ mis¬ 
sion, “including destroying 
the (chemical) stockpile.” 


Russian Embassy in Libya attacked, 1 Libyan killed 


ESAM MOHAMED 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — An 

armed mob broke into 
the Russian Embassy com¬ 
pound in the Libyan capi¬ 
tal Tripoli Wednesday after 
a Russian woman was ac¬ 
cused of killing a Libyan 
air force pilot, and one of 
the attackers was killed by 
random gunfire, Libyan of¬ 
ficials said. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry 
said none of the embassy 
staff was wounded. 

The Libyan official said the 


attackers climbed the walls 
of the embassy compound 
from three different direc¬ 
tions, firing in the air, and 
broke down its metal gate. 
The shooting wounded five, 
one of whom later died. 

An attack last year on a 
U.S. compound in the east¬ 
ern city of Benghazi killed 
the U.S. ambassador and 
three other Americans. 

The official said the attack¬ 
ers also brought down the 
Russian flag hanging in 
the balcony of one of the 
buildings. 


But the attackers didn’t en¬ 
ter the embassy buildings, 
he said, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to 
talk to the media. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
Ministry spokeswoman Ma¬ 
ria Zakharova confirmed 
the attack, saying on Ekho 
Moskvy radio that accord¬ 
ing to preliminary informa¬ 
tion no one among the 
embassy personnel was 
wounded. 

The attackers were appar¬ 
ently reacting to the killing 


of a Libyan air force pilot 
Tuesday. 

Libyan authorities appre¬ 
hended a Russian woman, 
accusing her of killing the 
pilot, then writing offen¬ 
sive graffiti in his blood. The 
woman later went on to 
stab and wound the pilot’s 
mother, authorities say. 

Her alleged motives were 
not clear. 

In the graffiti scribbled 
on the walls, she alleg¬ 
edly expressed sentiments 
against the Libyan upris¬ 
ing that drove longtime 


leader Moammar Gadhafi 
from power after an eight- 
month civil war in 2011. 
Libya has been hit by a 
months-long wave of tar¬ 
geted killings against ac¬ 
tivists, judges and security 
agents. 

On Wednesday, gunmen in 
Benghazi shot dead a na¬ 
val officer and his 7-year- 
old son before fleeing the 
scene. 

Most killings are presumed 
to be the work of armed 
factions, often acting out 
of revengeO 
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Head of right-wing Golden Dawn party appears in court 


DEREK GATOPOULOS 
ELENA BECATOROS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

The head of Greece’s ex¬ 
tremist right-wing Golden 
Dawn party testified into 
the early hours of Thursday 
on charges of running a 
criminal organization as 
part of an investigation into 
his party triggered by the 
killing of a left-wing rapper. 
Nikos Michaloliakos was led 
into a central Athens court¬ 
house on Wednesday eve¬ 
ning wearing handcuffs. 
More than 100 supporters 
waved Greek flags and 
chanted “Blood, Honor, 
Golden Dawn.” 

Earlier, the investigat¬ 
ing magistrates ordered 
the release of three party 
lawmakers in a marathon 
court session. 

A fourth lawmaker, Yiannis 
Lagos, was jailed pending 
trial. All have denied the 
charges against them. 

The government, which has 
vowed to eradicate Gold¬ 
en Dawn, insisted the case 
against the Nazi-inspired 
party was still on track de¬ 
spite the releases. 

“This essentially changes 
nothing. Their charges 
stand, the investigation is 
ongoing and the evidence 
is being gathered,” Interior 
Minister Yiannis Michelakis 
said on Skai television. “We 
are at the first stage of this 
investigation.” 

Golden Dawn, which the 
government has described 
as a “Nazi creation," 
rose from the margins of 
Greece's political scene 
to become the third most 
popular party in Greece 
amid the country’s severe 
financial crisis. 

It has long been blamed 
for a series of violent at¬ 
tacks, mostly against immi¬ 
grants. 

The party denies it is behind 


any violent attacks. 

Party spokesman llias Ka- 
sidiaris was released on 
50,000-euro ($67,770) bail. 
No bail was set for the other 
two lawmakers, llias Panag- 
iotaros and Nikos Michos. 
All three were banned from 
leaving the country. 

They stormed out of the 
court building, with Kasid- 
iaris punching a television 
cameraman and kicking a 
photographer as he went. 
They swore at and threat¬ 
ened journalists as they 
headed out of the court 
complex, and later as they 
left police headquarters af¬ 
ter collecting their personal 
belongings. 

“There’s political motiva¬ 
tion hidden behind this," 
Kasidiaris' lawyer Pavlos 
Sarakis said of the case 
against his client. Sarakis 
was expelled from Prime 
Minister Antonis Samaras’ 
New Democracy party 
after he took the case to 
defend the Golden Dawn 
spokesman. 

“It is clear that the judiciary 
has refused to follow the 
orders of a government 
enslaved to foreigners," 
the party said in an online 
statement after the deci¬ 
sion to free three of the four 
lawmakers. 

“The unconstitutional, bla¬ 
tantly illegal government 
conspiracy is collapsing 
under the huge weight of 
truth and common sense.” 
Golden Dawn’s leader¬ 
ship was arrested over the 
weekend in a crackdown 
sparked by last month's 
stabbing death of 34-year- 
old left-wing rapper Pavlos 
Fyssas. 

The man arrested for the 
attack identified himself to 
police as being involved in 
Golden Dawn. 

The party has vehement¬ 
ly denied any role in the 
killings 



Leader of the extreme far-right Golden Dawn party, Nikos Michaloliakos, center, smiles to his sup¬ 
porters as he escorted by anti-terror police upon his arrival to a court for a preliminary hearing 
into charges of participating in a criminal organization in Athens, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. Three 
lawmakers from Greece’s extremist right-wing Golden Dawn party were released from custody 
Wednesday pending trial, after they provided initial testimony in criminal investigation triggered 
by the slaying of a left-wing rapper. A fourth lawmaker, loannis Lagos, was jailed pending trial. 

(AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis) 
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Berlusconi weakened by political about-face 


Greenpeace 
charged with 
piracy: Russia 

NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Green¬ 
peace said Wednesday 
that 14 of its activists who 
were detained after pro¬ 
testing at a Russian oil plat¬ 
form have been charged 
with piracy, a crime pun¬ 
ishable by up to 15 years in 
prison. 

The environmental activ¬ 
ists from Argentina, Brazil, 
Britain, Finland, the Nether¬ 
lands, Poland, Russia and 
Sweden were among 30 
people from 18 countries 
who were on board the 
Greenpeace ship that was 
seized by the Russian coast 
guard following the Sept. 
18 protest. Those charged 
Wednesday by the court in 
the Arctic city of Murmansk 
included 13 Greenpeace 
activists and a freelance 
British video journalist. 

Two of the activists had 
tried to scale an offshore 
platform owned by Russian 
state-controlled energy gi¬ 
ant Gazprom to call atten¬ 
tion to the environmental 
risks of drilling in Arctic wa¬ 
ters. 

More activists were ex¬ 
pected to be formally 
charged on Thursday and 
Friday, Greenpeace said. 
All 30 were being held in 
jails in Murmansk, a port 
above the Arctic Circle. 
President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin said last week that he 
doesn’t think the Green¬ 
peace activists are pirates, 
which triggered hopes for 
their release. But Prime Min¬ 
ister Dmitry Medvedev on 
Wednesday urged energy 
companies to adopt more 
stringent security measures 
and said the government 
should consider tougher 
penalties for those who 
attack or trespass on the 
grounds of Russian oil and 
gas infrastructure. 
“Concern for the environ¬ 
ment must not cover up 
unlawful actions, whatever 
lofty goals the people who 
were taking part in them 
espoused,” Medvedev 
was quoted by Russian 
news agencies as saying. 
The platform, which be¬ 
longs to Gazprom’s oil sub¬ 
sidiary, is the first offshore 
rig in the Arctic.O 


COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi's failed attempt to 
topple the Italian govern¬ 
ment has left him weaker 
than ever, zapped of the 
aura of invincibility that has 
surrounded him for two de¬ 
cades as he faces the pos¬ 
sible loss of his Senate seat 
and a ban from politics. 


Still, it is unlikely to be his last 
act. 

The 77-year-old three-time 
former premier staged one 
of Italy’s most stunning po¬ 
litical plot twists in memory 
on Wednesday when he 
took the Senate floor at the 
last minute to announce 
that he would, after all, 
support Premier Enrico Let- 


LONDON (AP) — U S. ex¬ 
perts met with officials from 
North Korea for informal 
talks in London on Wednes¬ 
day over the resumption 
of stalled international dis¬ 
cussions on Pyongyang's 
nuclear program. 

The private meeting at a 
London hotel aimed to re¬ 
vive the deadlocked six- 
party talks. 

Pyongyang withdrew from 
the aid-for-disarmament 


ta’s government in a confi¬ 
dence vote. 

It was a face-saving mea¬ 
sure that came after key 
loyalists in Berlusconi's cen¬ 
ter-right party refused to 
follow his bid to collapse 
the coalition government 
as fallout over his tax-fraud 
conviction. The conviction 
carries a four-year prison 
sentence that endangers 


his role as a legislator. 

“We have decided, not 
without internal strife, to 
vote in confidence” Berlus¬ 
coni said. 

Though he tried to look 
magnanimous, it was the 
billionaire media mogul's 
first-ever defeat within 
the party he founded 
and which has achieved 


talks in 2009, and over the 
past year it has made clear 
it wants to be treated as a 
nuclear weapons state. 
Stephen Bosworth, a former 
U.S. special envoy for North 
Korean policy, said the 
meeting was “cordial and 
respectful.” 

He declined to comment 
on what was covered or 
whether it made any prog¬ 
ress. 

“That's a question for gov- 


electoral success largely 
through his personal ap¬ 
peal.Berlusconi's retreat 
bestows a measure of sta¬ 
bility on Letta's 5-month-old 
left-right coalition which 
won confidence votes in 
both houses and faces 
the daunting task of trying 
to revive Italy’s economy. 
And while Berlusconi was 
left bruised and battered, 


political analysts argue he 
is not yet out of the picture. 
“Berlusconi is not finished,” 
said Roberto D'Alimonte 
of Rome’s LUISS University. 
“This is another step toward 
the end, but it is not the end 
yet. The end will come with 
a major electoral defeat. 
“He has great resources. 
He has media resources. 


ernments, not for me,” said 
Bosworth. 

Pyongyang has called for 
a new round of denucle¬ 
arization talks without pre¬ 
conditions, but U.S. officials 
have rejected holding 
new discussions before the 
North makes a clear com¬ 
mitment to carry out earlier 
promises to disarm. 

China and Russia have sup¬ 
ported efforts to get the 
dialogue with North Korea 


financial resources, the re¬ 
sources of the 6 or 7 million 
voters who will follow him 
down the abyss. That is why 
he cannot be counted out, 
even with his options being 
closed."Whether Berlusconi 
can ever again face the 
electorate is far from cer¬ 
tain because his judicial 
woes are narrowing his abil¬ 
ity to maneuver. 

His appeals over his tax 
fraud conviction were ex¬ 
hausted this summer, and 
he now faces a prison term, 
the loss of his Senate seat 
and a political ban that 
will bar him from running in 
new elections. 

Berlusconi’s theatrics — 
pushing for the govern¬ 
ment to fall, then saving it 
at the last minute — are a 
sign of the nervousness pro¬ 
voked by his judicial woes, 
said Giuseppe Orsina, a 
political scientist who this 
summer published a book 
about Berlusconi’s influ¬ 
ence in Italy. 

“This is another paradox,” 
Orsina said. “It wasn’t in his 
interest to make the gov¬ 
ernment fall, from the point 
of view of his companies, 
and it was not politically 
rational. It was rational in 
the protection of his honor 
... It was an act of political 
pride.” 

Despite being weakened, 
Orsina said Berlusconi “re¬ 
mains a protagonist in the 
political life. Today he suf¬ 
fered a defeat that is the 
first in the history of his par¬ 
ty.” 

A Senate committee is due 
to vote in the coming days 
on whether to recommend 
stripping Berlusconi of his 
seat following his convic¬ 
tion of tax fraud and its 
four-year sentence. Q 


back on track, while South 
Korea and Japan both re¬ 
main suspicious of calls to 
restart the talks. 

Britain’s Foreign Office con¬ 
firmed that North Korean 
officials were in the U.K. for 
informal diplomatic talks. 
It said British officials, who 
are not part of the six-party 
framework, will meet with 
Pyongyang’s Vice Minister 
Ri Yong-ho separately as 
part of bilateral relations.Q 



People of Freedom party leader Silvio Berlusconi rubs his eyes after delivering his speech at the 
Senate, in Rome, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. Berlusconi acknowledged defeat Wednesday and 
announced he would support the government of Premier Enrico Letta, a stunning about-face on 
the Senate floor after defections in his party robbed him of the support he needed to bring down 
the government. It was a major setback for Berlusconi, who had demanded his five Cabinet min¬ 
isters quit the government and bring it down, incensed at a vote planned Friday that could strip 
him of his Senate seat following his tax fraud conviction and four-year prison sentence. 

(AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia) 


North Korean officials hold informal talks with US 
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UK’s Cameron: Conservatives party of opportunity 


JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron tried to soothe a res¬ 
tive party and woo a skep¬ 
tical electorate Wednes¬ 
day with a 50-minute 
speech that boiled down 
to one central theme: It’s 
the economy, stupid. 
Britain's battered econo¬ 
my has dominated Cam¬ 
eron’s three-and-half years 
in office, a period of deep 
recession, weak recovery 
and government austerity. 
With the economy growing 
once again, if slowly, Cam¬ 
eron felt able to say: Trust 
us, we're on the right track. 
“We are not there by a 
long way,” Cameron said 
in a speech to his Conser¬ 
vative Party’s annual con¬ 
ference. “But we are on 
our way.” 

It’s not just undecided 
voters Cameron needs to 
convince. His center-right 


party is worried by declin¬ 
ing membership, leaking 
support to a right-wing rival 
and wondering whether 
Cameron — rich, smooth 
and seemingly socially lib¬ 
eral — is the right leader for 
the next election in 2015. 
Cameron promised pro¬ 
business policies and edu¬ 
cational reforms to make 
Britain “a land of oppor¬ 
tunity for all," but said the 
government would not 
waver from the spending 
cuts that have reduced 
services and eliminated 
thousands of public-sector 
jobs. 

“To abandon deficit re¬ 
duction now would throw 
away all the progress we 
have made,” Cameron 
told Conservatives gath¬ 
ered in Manchester, north¬ 
west England. 

His speech was the climax 
of the political conference 
season, which has seen all 
Britain’s main parties rally 


the faithful and appeal to 
voters ahead of a national 
election 18 months from 
now. Cameron’s Tories cur¬ 
rently govern in coalition 
with the centrist Liberal 
Democrats, but hope to 


vatives, though the margin 
is so small that no party can 
be confident of victory. 

In a keynote address that 
was more about broad vi¬ 
sion than concrete policy 
proposals, Cameron reeled 


side of hardworking peo¬ 
ple,” promising to cut taxes 
and red tape and unleash 
the power of economic in¬ 
novation. 

“Profit, wealth creation, 
tax cuts, enterprise are not 
dirty, elitist words," Cam¬ 
eron said. “They’re not the 
problem, they really are 
the solution.” 

Cameron, 46, strode con¬ 
fidently onstage to a 
song by The Killers, but his 
speech revealed a prime 
minister at pains to fend off 
attacks from both left and 
right. Labour paints the To¬ 
ries as a party of the rich, 
and depicts Cameron — a 
millionaire educated at the 
elite Eton school and Ox¬ 
ford University — as out-of- 
touch. Cameron did noth¬ 
ing to undermine that view 
this week when he fell into 
the classic political trap of 
not knowing the price of a 
loaf of inexpensive white 
bread.□ 



Britain's Prime Minister, David Cameron and his wife Samantha 
wave, after delivering his keynote speech on the final day of 
the Conservative Party Conference, in Manchester, England, 


Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. 

win a majority government 
in 2015. 

Opinion polls consistently 
put the opposition Labour 
Party ahead of the Conser¬ 


(AP Photo/Jon Super) 

off great British achieve¬ 
ments — from the Magna 
Carta to the government 
of Margaret Thatcher. 

He said his party “is on the 


Indian army says troops battling rebels in Kashmir 


AIJAZ HUSSAIN 
Associated Press 
SRINAGAR, India (AP) 

— The Indian army said 
Wednesday its troops have 
been battling for days 
against dozens of armed 
rebels who crossed the 
heavily militarized border 
from the Pakistan-con- 
trolled portion of the dis¬ 
puted Kashmir region into 
Indian-held territory. 

The fighting — in which the 
Indian army said 12 mili¬ 
tants had died in nine days 

— could complicate efforts 
by the Indian and Pakistani 
leaders to defuse tensions 
over their countries' rival 
claims to the Himalayan 
territory. 

After decades of conflict 
between the nuclear¬ 
armed neighbors, Indian 
Prime Minister Manmo- 
han Singh and Pakistan’s 
Nawaz Sharif agreed Sun¬ 


day in talks in New York that 
attacks in the region need¬ 
ed to stop. But while the 
Pakistani premier called 
the meeting a chance for 
a “new beginning,” his In¬ 
dian counterpart demand¬ 
ed that terrorist activity 
emanating from Pakistan 
cease before long-stalled 
peace talks could be re¬ 
sumed. 

Lt. Gen. Gurmeet Singh, an 
Indian army commander 
in Kashmir, said soldiers 
first encountered up to 
40 rebels on Sept. 24 in 
the abandoned village of 
Shala Bhata, near the U.N.- 
drawn Line of Control that 
divides the Kashmir region. 
“There is no question of 
our territory being taken 
over,” he said, but denied 
Indian media reports that 
Pakistani soldiers had oc¬ 
cupied the village or any 
military outposts there. 


“We're in total control of 
the operation,” the com¬ 
mander said. “The reports 
of our posts being cap¬ 
tured by the infiltrators are 
absurd." However, he sug¬ 
gested that some Pakistani 
special troops might be 
among the infiltrators, who 
he said were crossing at 
multiple points in the rug¬ 
ged forested region. 

This gives “the indication 
that definitely there were 
some special troops" from 
Pakistan involved, he said. 
“This is quite different from 
the trend we have seen 
in the earlier infiltration at¬ 
tempts.” 

Typically, Indian officials re¬ 
port incidents involving a 
handful of alleged militants 
crossing at any time. 

A Pakistani military offi¬ 
cial denied that Pakistani 
troops had crossed the 
border into Indian-con¬ 


trolled territory. He spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
in line with military policy. 
There has been no inde¬ 
pendent confirmation of 
the commander's com¬ 
ments, made at a news 
conference Wednesday 
evening, or of the Indian 
media reports. 

A senior police officer, 
however, said either mili¬ 
tants or special Pakistani 
forces had occupied some 
forward posts in Shala Bha¬ 
ta village. The officer spoke 


on condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitivity 
of the matter. 

Another senior police of¬ 
ficer said there was “a lot 
of confusion" about what 
was happening on the 
ground, and that Indian 
authorities were working 
carefully to verify the facts 
because any official Paki¬ 
stani involvement would 
constitute “an act of ag¬ 
gression, an act of war." 
He also spoke on condition 
of anonymityO 
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ECB's Draghi: willing to act to support economy 


DAVID McHUGH 
SARAH DiLORENZO 
AP Business Writers 
PARIS (AP) — European 
Central Bank head Mario 
Draghi said the eurozone 
economy is still fragile and 
the bank is willing to use 
“all available instruments” 
to keep market interest 
rates from rising and hurt¬ 
ing a fledgling recovery. 

He said the bank would 
even consider offering a 
third round of cheap, long¬ 
term loans to banks. The 
money injection would 
boost the flow of credit 
in the economy, hope¬ 
fully helping growth in the 
17-country currency bloc. 
“We view this recovery 
as weak, as fragile, as un¬ 
even,” Draghi said at a 
news conference. 

Yet the ECB took no ac¬ 
tion Wednesday. It left its 
benchmark interest rate 
unchanged at a record 
low 0.5 percent and shied 
away from any new stimu¬ 
lus measures, such as the 
credit offering. 

Concern about a potential 
rise in market interest rates 
is a global phenomenon 
caused by expectations 
the U.S. Federal Reserve 
will scale back its stimulus 
program. The program has 
been keeping market rates 
down, not just in the U.S. 
but worldwide. 

The ECB does not want to 
see higher rates in Europe, 
where the economy has 
just begun a recovery and 
still needs the support of 
low borrowing costs. The 
economy grew a modest 
0.3 percent in the second 
quarter, after six quarters of 
recession. 

“We are ready to use all 
available instruments, in¬ 
cluding another LTRO,” 


CIARAN GILES 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — The num¬ 
ber of people registered 
as unemployed in Spain 
rose by 25,572 in Septem¬ 
ber, bringing an end to a 
six-month streak of gradual 
declines, the country’s La¬ 
bor Ministry said Wednes¬ 
day. 

September usually sees un¬ 
employment rising as many 


Draghi said, using the ac¬ 
ronym for longer-term re¬ 
financing operation. The 
ECB has done two such 
operations in 2011 and 
2012, handing out just over 
1 trillion euros in cheap, 
three-year loans to banks. 
That helped steady the 
banking system during the 
worse days of Europe's 
debt crisis. 

So far, the Fed has delayed 
its decision to start reduc¬ 
ing its monetary stimulus 
program. That has helped 
keep market rates from ris¬ 


ing any further and given 
the ECB some breathing 
room. 

Draghi also held the door 
open to another inter¬ 
est rate cut if it's needed. 
He repeated the bank’s 
stance that the ECB's key 
rates will stay at their cur¬ 
rent level or lower “for an 


jobs created in the summer 
tourist season come to an 
end. Even so, the ministry 
said it was the best Sep¬ 
tember figure since 2007, 
just before Spain’s key real 
estate sector collapsed ini¬ 
tiating a severe economic 
crisis. Speaking late Tues¬ 
day in Japan ahead of the 
ministry release, Prime Min¬ 
ister Mariano Rajoy said it's 
“the best jobless data for 


extended period” until the 
economy improves. 

Bank lending to business 
is anemic even at current 
low interest rates, both 
because banks are unwill¬ 
ing to risk loans in a weak 
economy and businesses 
don't see the new custom¬ 
ers that would repay them 
to borrow and expand. 
“Credit flows are weak, 
I would say, very weak,” 
Draghi said. 

Inflation is low at an annual 
1.1 percent, giving the ECB 
room to add more stimu¬ 


lus. Lower rates and more 
credit can push inflation 
up, but weak growth has 
kept price increases down. 
The ECB’s inflation goal is 
just under 2 percent. 

For the moment, Draghi 
seems content to let his 
words calm markets while 
holding off taking action. 


September in many years.” 
Though the figures may of¬ 
fer some encouragemenf, 
Spain will need many more 
months and years of im¬ 
proving data for it to make 
a real dent on unemploy¬ 
ment, which according to 
the ministry stands at 4.7 
million. Over the year, it 
said the number of people 
registered as unemployed 
has fallen by 124,368. 


Analyst said that is one rea¬ 
son the euro rose after the 
meeting, trading 0.6 per¬ 
cent higher at $1.36, close 
to a one-year high. While 
Draghi expressed concern, 
he did not signal a move 
was imminent. Easier credit 
and lower rates can send 
a country’s currency lower, 
but in this case foreign ex¬ 
change traders apparently 
don’t believe that will hap¬ 
pen soon. 

“The overall tone of the 
press conference was not 
dovish enough to signal an 


imminent move, which was 
reflected in the post-meet¬ 
ing euro reaction,” Frederik 
Ducrozet at Credit Agricole 
said in a research note to 
investors. Dovish means 
ready to loosen monetary 
conditions, while hawkish 
means ready to tighten 
them by raising rates.□ 


Spain’s unofficial unem¬ 
ployment rate was 26.3 per¬ 
cent in the second quarter, 
the second highest in the 
28-country European Union 
after Greece. Third quarter 
figures for Spain are due to 
be released Oct. 24. 

Spain has been in reces¬ 
sion for most of the past 
four years but the govern¬ 
ment predicts the econo¬ 
my will grow this year.Q 


WORLD BANK 

Migrant worker 
remittances over 
$414B; growing 

PETER JAMES SPIELMANN 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

Money that migrant work¬ 
ers send to their families 
and homeland is far more 
valuable to developing 
countries than foreign aid 
and is expected to grow 
6.3 percent this year, a 
new World Bank study said 
Wednesday. Migrants are 
expected to send $414 bil¬ 
lion in remittances home 
this year to developing 
countries, the study said, 
and the figure will likely sur¬ 
pass $500 million by 2016. 
That makes remittance 
funds almost four times 
more important to devel¬ 
oping nations than official 
foreign aid from govern¬ 
ments, which the United 
Nations says amounts to 
about $126 billion a year. 
The current global total of 
remiffances to all nations 
is $549 billion. India gets 
$71 billion in remittances, 
the biggest benefactor 
from such funds. China got 
$60 billion, the Philippines 
$26 billion, Mexico $22 bil¬ 
lion, Nigeria $21 billion and 
Egypt $20 billion. 

Money sent home by mi¬ 
grants is crucial to some 
nations. Almost half of Ta¬ 
jikistan’s gross domestic 
product comes from re¬ 
mittances, the study said. 
Kyrgyzstan gets 31 percent 
of its GDP from remittanc¬ 
es; Lesotho and Nepal, 25 
percent; and Moldova, 24 
percent. Growth of remit¬ 
tances has been robust all 
around the world except in 
Latin America and the Ca¬ 
ribbean, where the recent 
recession in the United 
States hampered the re¬ 
gional economy. 
Remittances should be en¬ 
couraged to go through 
official channels, the World 
Bank said, but many mi¬ 
grants use informal meth¬ 
ods to send money home. 
This is partly the legacy of 
the World Trade Center 
and Pentagon terror at¬ 
tacks in 2001; the United 
States shut down many 
money-transfer offices as 
a way of cutting off po¬ 
tential fund sources for 
terrorists and worked with 
countries around the world 
to shut down fund-transfer 
agencies. □ 


Spain’s jobless up again after 6 months of falls 



President of the European Central Bank (ECB) Mario Draghi, left and Governor of the Banque 
de France Christian Noyer take part in a press conference of the European Central Bank at the 
French National Bank in Paris, Wednesday Oct. 2, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Michel Spingler) 
















Loyal visitors James and Yvonne Staib 
honored at Renaissance Ocean Suites 


ORANJESTAD - Recently 
Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring James and 
Yvonne Staib of Danbury, 
Connecticut as Goodwill 


Ambassadors to Aruba for 
visiting the island 21 years 
consecutively! The honor- 
ees are members of the 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
and have been enjoying 


the Island every year for 
over two decades! 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 




guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more years consecu¬ 
tive. 

The main reasons why they 
keep coming back to Aru¬ 
ba are the friendly people, 
the beaches, the beauti¬ 
ful weather, and the local 


food. 

The Certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Darline S. de 
Cuba representing Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and Tino 
Ruiz, who helped conduct 
the ceremony at Renais¬ 
sance Ocean Suites. □ 


AAA Advises: 


If travelling to the US, please check in 3-to-4 hours prior your flight! 



ORANJESTAD - Aruba Air¬ 
port Authority N.V. (AAA) 
hereby advises all passen¬ 
gers flying to the US in the 
coming days to check-in 3 
to 4 hours prior their flight 
to be processed in time, as 
the US Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) in Aruba 
is experiencing a delayed 
processing of passengers. 
The US Government failed 
to produce a Fiscal Year 14 
budget or continuing reso¬ 
lution. As such all US govern¬ 
ment agencies are being 
impacted, including CBP 
in Aruba.CBP is currently in 
a furlough status and has 


several non-exempt em¬ 
ployees that will not be at 
work until this is resolved. 
However, CBP Aruba will 
remain open and continue 
with their daily operational 
mission, but will be deploy¬ 
ing fewer personnel. 

Airline partners and AHATA 
have also been informed 
of the situation and were 
requested to cooperate in 
informing fhe passengers 
upon check-in of the situa¬ 
tion to go through the pro¬ 
cess in time. 

AAA will keep you informed 
of any other consequences 
or developments-^ 
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ATA honors a group of Loyal Visitors at Marriott Surf Club 



Aruba Chamber Lecture Series 
Continues! 


PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice 
family whom are Loyal and 
friendly visitors of Aruba, 
as Distinguished Visitors 
at their home away from 
home. 

The honorees are Glenn 


M. and Patricia A. Stevens 
of New Jersey, honored 
as Distinguished Visitors for 
10 years, and Edward and 
Tina Huntzinger of New 
York, honored as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors for 14 years. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
between 10 and 20 years 
consecutive. The honored 
are members of Marriott 
Surf Club and have been 
enjoying the Island every 
year. Darline S. de Cuba 
representing Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority and Luzdary 
Leest conducted the cere¬ 
mony at Marriott Surf Club. 
Top reason for returning 
provided by the honor¬ 
ees were they consider 
Aruba to be the “Happy 
Island”, the great weath¬ 
er, and Friendly Aruban 
Hospitality.□ 
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ORANJESTAD - It’s a fact 
that improving your sales 
techniques can help to 
boost your overall com¬ 
pany sales! At the Aruba 
Chamber's lecture about 
sales techniques for small 
businesses, guests will learn 
conversion techniques 
and communication strat¬ 
egies that can be crucial 
for successful negotiations. 
The information will also 
include how the sales pro¬ 
cess should flow, how to 
get customers to sell them¬ 
selves, how to ask great 
questions and many other 
valuable tips for your sales 
team! 

The lecture, given in Papia- 


mento by Mr. Dave Marti- 
nus, will take place Tues¬ 
day, October 8, 2013, from 
12pm to 2pm at the KvK 
Auditorium. Entrance for 
the event is Afl 35 including 
lunch. 

For more information or 
to sign up for this event, 
please email sueellen@ 
arubachamber.com, men¬ 
tioning your name and 
phone number. Please 
submit your registration 
and payment, by Monday 
October 7, 2013, before 
12:00 pm. Attendees will 
be registered on a first- 
come, first-served basis as 
seating capacity is limited. 
□ 
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Barry Rocklin performing 



PALM BEACH - Internation¬ 
al entertainer Barry Rocklin 
has been wowing piano 
bar audiences worldwide 
for nearly 20 years. And 
he has returned to Aru¬ 
ba where he’s again per¬ 
forming at The Sopranos 
Piano Bar, located in Ar- 
awak Gardens at J.E. 
Irausquin 368, through 
the end of October. 
Barry has journeyed from 
his home in suburban Bos¬ 
ton to piano engage¬ 
ments at some of the 
world’s finest piano bars 
and hotel lounges, includ¬ 
ing venues throught the 


Caribbean and in Ger¬ 
many, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Canada, Ja¬ 
pan, Iceland and Poland 
-- between stints as musi¬ 
cal director for renowned 
productions from Miami to 
Montreal. And he is a fa¬ 
vorite on board the Royal 
Caribbean Cruise Line. 
Barry originally hailed from 
the Chicago area, where 
he became the youngest 
member of the Chicago 
Musician’s Union at the age 
of 15. He began accru¬ 
ing college credits at the 
National Music Camp at 
the University of Michigan 


at The Sopranos Piano Bar 


when he was only 12 and 
continued his studies at the 
prestigious Berklee College 
of Music. Musical enter¬ 
tainment is the only em¬ 
ployment Barry has known 
since he was 14 years old. 
Barry is a brilliant pianist 
with a strong voice, bound¬ 
less enthusiasm and a per¬ 
formance flair uniquely 


his own. His love for music 
is obvious and infectious. 
With a memorized reper¬ 
toire of more than 2,500 
songs, Barry puts on a show 
guaranteed to surprise, 
energize and entertain 
audiences everywhere. 
Catch his shows Sundays 
through Fridays from 8 p.m. 
to 1 a.m.Q 
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NHL Capsules 


Blackhawks kick off new season with win 


The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Brandon 
Saad, Johnny Oduya and 
Marian Hossa scored in the 
third period as the Chicago 
Blackhawks kicked off their 
Stanley Cup title defense 
with a 6-4 victory over 
Mikhail Grabovski and the 
Washington Capitals on 
Tuesday in the NHL regular- 
season opener. 

Patrick Kane, Brent 
Seabrook and Brandon 
Bollig also scored as 
Chicago won its first game 
for the second straight 
season. Corey Crawford 
made 28 saves, including a 
couple of huge stops when 
the Blackhawks killed off a 
late 5-on-3 power play. 
Grabovski had three goals 
and an assist in his first 
game since he signed with 
Washington in August. Alex 
Ovechkin had a goal and 
an assist, but the Capitals 
were unable to protect a 
third-period lead. 



Chicago Blackhawks center Jonathan Toews carries out the Stanley Cup during banner raising 
ceremonies before an NHL hockey game between the Blackhawks and the Washington Capitals, 
Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


Grabovski had consecutive 
power-play goals in the 
third, lifting Washington 
to a 3-2 advantage with 
14:44 left. But Saad finished 
a beautiful give-and-go 
with Michal Handzus, and 
Oduya converted a long 
slap shot at 13:53 to put the 
Blackhawks ahead to stay. 

MAPLE LEAFS 4, 
CANADIENS 3 
MONTREAL (AP) — Tyler 
Bozak scored a short- 
handed goal and Mason 
Raymond netted the 
winner in his first game with 
the Maple Leafs as Toronto 
spoiled Montreal's home 
opener. 

James van Riemsdyk and 
Dion Phaneuf also scored in 
a fight-filled game in which 
Montreal’s new enforcer 
George Parros was carried 
off on a stretcher following 
a bout. 


Continued on page 20 


Low-spending teams get chance in MLB playoffs 



Pittsburgh Pirates relief pitcher 
Jason Grilli celebrates after 
getting the last out against the 
Cincinnati Reds in the NL wild¬ 
card playoff baseball game 
Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013, in 
Pittsburgh. The Pirates won 6-2 
and advance to the division 
series. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - Base¬ 
ball’s playoffs no longer are 
an exclusive club of high 
rollers. 

Pittsburgh, 26th among the 
30 teams with a $73.6 mil¬ 
lion payroll, rolled past Cin¬ 
cinnati on Tuesday night 
and into an NL division- 
series matchup against St. 
Louis. 

Oakland, 27th on the 
spending list at $71.1 mil¬ 
lion according to Major 
League Baseball’s latest 
figures, won the AL West 
and faces Detroit. And 
Tampa Bay, 28th at $65.6 
million, plays the wild-card 
game on Wednesday night 
against Cleveland, 21st at 
$88.6 million. 


“We’ve created things 
that have really helped 
our sport. They’ve really 
helped us in a myriad of 
ways,” Commissioner Bud 
Selig said with pride Tues¬ 
day. “The economics - 
they were archaic. I used 
to joke that we were still in 
back in the Ebbets Field- 
Polo Grounds days. What I 
call the reformation of the 
economic system certainly 
created a lot of this, there is 
no question.” 

Sure, some of the big 
spenders found their way 
into October. The Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers raised their 
spending to $236.8 million 
during the season and are 
currently about $100,000 
behind the Yankees. (Final 
figures may change de¬ 


pending on award bonus¬ 
es and revisions). 

Despite a No. 1 payroll, the 
Yankees finished tied for 
third in the AL East following 
an injury-filled season. 
Boston is third at $174.1 mil¬ 
lion, Detroit fifth at $153.4 
million, St. Louis 11th at 
$119.3 million and Cincin¬ 
nati 13th at $113.3 million. 
But half the playoff teams 
are from the bottom 50 
percent in spending, with 
the A’s, Rays, Pirates and 
Indians joined by Atlanta 
(16th at $95.3 million). 
Increased revenue shar¬ 
ing has helped. But a team 
must make good draft 
picks and be prudent with 
contracts and clever with 
trades. 

“I think that the playing 


field is not level, never will 
be. But we as the Pitts¬ 
burgh Pirates have com¬ 
mitted ourselves to never 
using that as an excuse,” 
controlling owner Bob Nut¬ 
ting said just before the 
team’s first postseason ap¬ 
pearance since 1992. “Is it 
easier to build a great club 
with $200 million than with 
$75-$80 million? Absolutely. 
But I believe, have always 
believed and will continue 
to believe, that we can be 
competitive at that level. 
We need to make differ¬ 
ent decisions. We need to 
make smart decisions.” 
Parity has increased mark¬ 
edly. 


Continued on page 21 
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LeBron tops NBA’s global jersey sales list 



Miami Heat forward LeBron James gestures as he answers ques¬ 
tions at a news conference during NBA basketball media day, 
Monday, Sept. 30, 2013 in Miami. 


TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
PARADISE ISLAND, Baha¬ 
mas (AP) — LeBron James 
has the world's best-selling 
NBA jersey. 

The Miami Heat star and 
four-time league MVP tops 
the NBA's global list of jer¬ 
sey sales for this past sea¬ 
son, according to numbers 
released Tuesday. James 
— who also has the top¬ 
selling jersey in the United 
States — outsold Derrick 
Rose of the Chicago Bulls, 
Kobe Bryant of the Los An¬ 
geles Lakers, Kevin Durant 
of the Oklahoma City Thun¬ 
der and Heat teammate 
Dwyane Wade for the No. 
1 spot. 

James said having the 
world’s top-selling jersey 
“means everything” to him. 
“To know that so many 
people look up to me, so 
many kids, that's what 
means more than any¬ 
thing, that I continue to 
inspire the youth and they 


look at me as a role mod¬ 
el,” James said after learn¬ 
ing the news at Heat train¬ 
ing camp in the Bahamas. 
“I understand, when you 
wear someone’s jersey, 
you actually like believe 
in them. You believe they 
can do supernatural things. 
It’s like an extension of our 
family and I really appreci¬ 
ate that.” 

The league unveiled the 
rankings — based on Adi¬ 
das’ global sales for the 
past season — just two 
days before the start of 
NBA Global Games 2013, 
which include eight pre¬ 
season games in seven 
different countries, then 
regular-season games in 
Mexico City on Dec. 4 and 
London on Jan. 16. 

Many of the top names on 
the global-sales list — in¬ 
cluding Rose, Bryant and 
Durant — are on teams 
taking part in this season's 
international matchups. 
Carmelo Anthony is sixth 


on the global-sales list, fol¬ 
lowed by Dwight Howard 
(his now-former Lakers jer¬ 
sey), Deron Williams, Blake 


Associated Press 

Griffin and Rajon Rondo to 
round out the top 10. In U.S. 
sales, James is followed by 
Rose, Bryant, Durant, An¬ 


thony, Wade, Howard, Wil¬ 
liams, Griffin and Rondo. 
Despite missing all of last 
season with a knee injury. 
Rose had the top-selling 
jersey in China, Latin Amer¬ 
ica and Europe. James 
had the top-seller in the 
Philippines. 

To James, finishing atop 
these rankings further sig¬ 
nified how things have 
changed since he made 
his decision to sign with Mi¬ 
ami in 2010 after spending 
the first seven seasons of his 
career in Cleveland. 

“I’ve come a long way," 
James said. 

“I’ve come a long way. 
I've grown as a basketball 
player and as a person off 
the floor in every aspect 
since 2010. I’m definitely 
humbled by it, apprecia¬ 
tive. You always hear me 
say that I’m just a kid from 
Akron, and to be able to 
have this stature and that 
accomplishment, I think 
that's pretty cool.'O 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Vonn says she could be back racing in 3 weeks 



.S skier Lindsey Vonn works out with Red Bull coach Martin Hager 


Associated Press 


NANCY ARMOUR 
AP National Writer 
PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — 

Lindsey Vonn’s surgically 
repaired right knee feels 
so good she could be rac¬ 
ing again by the end of the 
month, five weeks earlier 
than she originally expect¬ 
ed. 

Vonn “reopened” the idea 
of competing in the season¬ 
opening World Cup event 
on Oct. 26-27 in Soelden, 
Austria after returning to 
the slopes last month in Por¬ 
tillo, Chile. 

“When I was looking at 
the plan and the timeline, 
it didn’t seem like it would 
be at all possible to do 
that,” said Vonn, who ap¬ 
peared at the U.S. Olympic 
Committee media summit 
Wednesday via videocon¬ 
ference. 

“It's because I’m feeling 
so strong and ready that 
I'm bringing that possibility 
back into the mix. 

“It's definitely a possibility 
at this point,” she said. “I 
have to get over there and 
see how I feel.” 

The reigning Olympic 
downhill champion shred¬ 
ded her anterior cruciate 
and medial collateral liga¬ 


In this Aug. 28,2013, file photo, U 
in Vail, Colo. 

ments in a crash at the 
world championships in 
Schladming, Austria, last 
February. The original time¬ 
table didn't even have her 
in ski boots until November, 
but when the U.S. Ski Team 
traveled to Chile for its train¬ 
ing camp, Vonn was there. 
She didn’t waste any time. 


either, taking two runs short¬ 
ly after she landed Aug. 31. 
“I was definitely pretty 
amped to get on snow,” 
she said. “It was a long wait 
for those first couple of runs, 
but it was definitely worth 
it.” 

Vonn said her knee held 
up perfectly, with no pain 


or swelling while she was in 
Chile - or since then. 

“Things are definitely further 
along than I anticipated,” 
she said. “But I’m not going 
to race until I’m absolutely 
100 percent." 

And that last hurdle is pure¬ 
ly mental. 

Vonn doesn't expect to 


race slalom because of 
the additional stress it puts 
on her knee, and is focus¬ 
ing instead on the downhill 
and speed events, her spe¬ 
cialities. But she isn’t back 
to race speed yet - no small 
thing for someone who 
easily can hit 80 mph as she 
hurtles down the mountain. 
Vonn is in Ohio, where boy¬ 
friend Tiger Woods is play¬ 
ing in the Presidents Cup. 
She plans to head to Eu¬ 
rope in the middle of the 
month for more training, 
and said she'll probably 
make a decision about 
Soelden “a few days” be¬ 
fore the World Cup begins. 
If she doesn’t race in 
Soelden, she’ll “for sure” be 
at the World Cup in Beaver 
Creek, 

Colorado, which is near her 
hometown of Vail. 

The Sochi Games may 
have looked like a long 
shot when Vonn was in¬ 
jured. But she has no doubt 
that not only will she be at 
the Olympics come Febru¬ 
ary, she’ll once again be 
the one to beat. 

“I know I can win a medal,” 
she said. “I look forward 
to defending my title in 
Sochi.”□ 


NHL Capsules 

Continued from page 18 


Toronto’s Colton Orr pulled 
Parros down during the 
fight and the Canadiens 
forward’s face crashed 
into the ice. 

Lars Eller's second goal 
of the game with 2:22 left 
brought the Canadiens 
within 4-3 but they couldn’t 
get even. Eller also set 
up a goal by Brendan 
Gallagher. 

The mood turned somber 
2:34 into the third period 
when Parros was prone on 
the ice. Orr had fallen and 
pulled down Parros, who 
was bleeding and looked 
woozy. A team of trainers 
from both teams spent 
several minutes treating 
him. 

The Canadiens said Parros 
sustained a concussion, 
but was alert and 
conscious and undergoing 
more tests. 


JETS 5, OILERS 4 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— Michael Frolik scored 
a pair of goals, and the 
Winnipeg Jets rallied to 
spoil Edmonton’s home 
opener with a 5-4 victory 
over the Oilers. 

With 5:02 left, Eric Tangradi 
sent a beautiful backhand 
pass in front to Frolik, who 
broke a 4-4 tie by directing 
his second goal of the night 
into the net before goalie 
Devan Dubnyk could get 
back across the crease. 
Jacob Trouba also scored 
and added an assist in 
his first NHL game for the 
Jets, who made their first 
appearance as a Winnipeg 
team in Edmonton since 
1996. 

Mark Scheifele and Bryan 
Little also scored for the 
Jets, and Ondrej Pavelec 
made 34 saves for the win. 
Luke Gazdic, Boyd Gordon, 
Ales Hemsky and Jesse 
Joensuu scored for the 
Oilers, who squandered a 



Washington Capitals right wing Troy Brouwer (20) checks Chicago Blackhawks defenseman Brent 
Seabrook into the boards during the first period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Oct. 1,2013, in 
Chicago. 

Associated Press 


4-2 lead. Dubnyk stopped Gazdic's goal was but then awarded back to 
23 shots. changed to Mike Brown Gazdic after the game.Q 













SPORTSI^sdav 3 OCTOBER 2013 



1 For the Ultimate.. Sunset Dinner experience J For reserualions call: 

The Erst af Palm Beach, located c-f> the Caribbean Qrran uODZZQM 


The Bret af Palm Beach, located on bit? Caribbean Ocean 
amid turquoise waE:efs and Fnreh sumy btfee^ps. The menu 
Offers art hjpnabe Sdt“£EnOri of freih Seafood, 
fntcmationdl dishes, a relaxing aCmcuphero oddarve 


g seating for corner and the op ton to feed th-e fish. 

.Daily Nanny Hour from 4 

1 $4 Bar 

ilium I roi 11 11 shi i - 1(1 11 n i 


6IHII 


Pirates beat Reds 6-2 in NL wild-card game 


Pittsburgh Pirates catcher Russell Martin, left, and Pittsburgh Pirates relief pitcher Jason Grilli (39) 
celebrate after getting the last out in the ninth inning of the NL wild-card playoff baseball game 
against the Cincinnati Reds on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 2013, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The 

Pittsburgh Pirates went 21 
years between playoff 
games. The wait will be sig¬ 
nificantly shorter this time 
around. 

Russell Martin homered 
twice and Francisco Liriano 
was dominant for seven in¬ 
nings as the Pirates defeat¬ 
ed the Cincinnati Reds 6-2 
in the National League wild¬ 
card game on Tuesday. In 
front of a black-clad crowd 
savoring its first postseason 
game since 1992, Marlon 
Byrd also homered and An¬ 
drew McCutchen had two 
hits and reached base four 
times for Pittsburgh. 

“We're for real," McCutch¬ 
en said. “We're definitely 
for real." 

Liriano scattered four hits 
for the Pirates, who will 
face the St. Louis Cardinals 
in Game 1 of fhe NL divi¬ 
sion series Thursday. Liriano 
struck out five baffers and 
walked one to win the first 
playoff game of his career. 
“This is 20 years of waiting. 
You're seeing it all come 
out in one night," Martin 
said. “Hopefully we can 


keep this atmosphere till 
late October." 

Cincinnati starter Johnny 
Cueto gave up four runs 
in 3 1-3 innings and ap¬ 
peared raffled by a rau¬ 
cous ballpark that taunted 
him throughout by chant¬ 
ing his name. 

The 36-year-old Byrd, ac¬ 
quired by the Pirates in late 
August from the New York 
Mets, celebrated the first 
postseason of his 12-year 
career — 1,250 games — 
by sending Cuefo’s fastball 
into the seats to give the 
Pirates the lead in the sec¬ 
ond inning. 

Martin then sent a drive into 
the bleachers in left field to 
make it 2-0. The Reds never 
recovered, ending a 90- 
win season with a six-game 
losing streak. 

Liriano was signed on the 
cheap in the offseason af¬ 
ter a mediocre 2012 sea¬ 
son with the Minnesota 
Twins and the Chicago 
White Sox. 

He has been reborn in Pitts¬ 
burgh, going 16-8 with a 
3.02 ERA during the regular 
season, his devastating slid¬ 
er nearly unhittable against 
left-handers. 


The Reds proved no match. 
Joey Votto went 0 for 4 
with two strikeouts, and Jay 
Bruce managed just one 
RBI single in the fourth. 

It was Pittsburgh's first 


postseason game since 
Atlanta’s Sid Bream slid 
into home ahead of Barry 
Bonds' throw in the bottom 
of the ninth in Game 7 of 
the 1992 National League 


championship series. 

The victory sent the Braves 
to the World Series and the 
Pirates into an abyss it took 
an entire generation to 
escape. □ 



MLB Playoffs 

Continued from page 18 


No team has won con¬ 
secutive World Series since 
the New York Yankees took 
three in a row from 1998- 
2000. 

Half of the 30 teams have 
made the expanded play¬ 
offs in the past two years. 
Twenty-one have reached 
postseason play in the last 
five, and every club ex¬ 
cept Kansas City and To¬ 
ronto has appeared in the 
playoffs over the past 13 
seasons. 

Many accustomed to the 


October spotlight already 
are home. 

Missing out along with the 
Yankees were Philadelphia 
(fourth at $166.2 million), the 
Los Angeles Angels (sixth at 
$143.4 million), defending 
champion San Francisco 
(seventh at $141.3 million), 
Texas (eighth at $134.5 mil¬ 
lion) and Toronto (ninth at 
$125.9 million). 

Oakland, Pittsburgh and 
Tampa Bay have found 
success with youth. Only 
Houston ($29.3 million) and 
Miami $42.3 million had 
lower payrolls than the 
Rays, and they jettisoned 


veterans in favor of young 
players. 

While they endured terrible 
seasons - the Astros were 
51-111 and the Marlins 62- 
100 - they hope a young 
core will transform info a 
contender in a few years. 
“If you place that type of 
faith in them, a lot of times 
they’ll come through for 
you,” said Athletics man¬ 
ager Bob Melvin, who works 
under Billy Beane, the gen¬ 
eral manager who made 
“MoneybaH” famous. 
Cleveland manager Terry 
Francona has seen the dol¬ 
lar divide from bofh sides. □ 



Oakland Athletics’ Evan Scribner, center, is congratulated by 
Chris Young, left, and Derek Norris , right, after defeating the 
Minnesota Twins 11 -7 in a baseball game to become American 
League West champions, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2013, in Oakland, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 




























Del Potro reaches 
quarterfinals at 
Japan Open 
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Wladimir Klitschko says 
he will beat Povetkin 



Boxer Wladimir Klitschko of Ukraine attends an open training session in Moscow, Russia, Wednes¬ 
day, Oct. 2,2013. Alexander Povetkin of Russia will fight Wladimir Klitschko of Ukraine on Saturday, 
Oct. 5, for Klitschko's IBF-WBA Super World-WBO-IBO heavyweight titles. 

Associated Press 


MOSCOW (AP) — Heavy¬ 
weight champion Wladimir 
Klitschko is confident that 
will put an end to Alexan¬ 
der Povetkin’s undefeated 
record when he defends his 
WBA and IBF belts against 
the Russian at the Olympic 
Stadium on Saturday. 

After open training sessions 
in front of numerous media 
on Wednesday, Klifschko 
(60-3, 51 KO) said he came 
to Moscow to win any way 
he could. 

“That’s what I will do on 
Oct. 5,” Klitschko said. “Be¬ 
lieve me, I will do every¬ 


thing for my victory.” 
However, Klitschko made 
it clear he would not un¬ 
derestimate Povetkin. He 
hasn’t lost or drawn a fight 
and was never knocked 
down,” Klitschko said. “So, 
I think the night will be a 
complicated one — for 
those who will watch, as 
well as for Alexander and 
me. Each sportsman has his 
chance and each of us will 
try to capitalize on it. How, 
we will see it.” Povetkin (26- 
0, 18KO) avoided sending 
the usual pre-bout banter, 
and said he was just prepar¬ 


ing for the fight. “There's no 
need for extra words,” the 
Russian said. “I could have 
said that I would bury him 
or something like this. But 
you will see it on Saturday.” 
The WBA heavyweight belt 
became vacant when 
Klitschko was elevated to 
“super champion” status 
in 2011 after beating David 
Haye. Povetkin became 
the mandatory challenger 
for Klitschko when he beat 
American Hasim Rahman 
last September. 

A sell-out crowd of 14,000 is 
expected to attend.Q 


JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Top-seed¬ 
ed Juan Martin del Potro 
moved into Japan Open 
quarterfinals with a com¬ 
fortable 6-2, 6-2 win over 
fellow Argentine Carlos 
Berlocq on Wednesday. 

Del Potro broke Berlocq's 
serve twice in the second 
set, and lost only eight 
points on serve under the 
roof, closed by rain. After 
Tuesday’s three-set victory 
over Marcos Baghdatis, del 
Potro said it was good to 
find his rhythm. 

“I played a lot better than 
yesterday," del Potro said. 
“I served well, my forehand 
was strong and I was able 
to break his serve and be 
aggressive. I had control 
of the match all the time 
which was important to 
me.” Del Potro, who is seek¬ 
ing his third title of the sea¬ 
son following victories in 
Rotterdam and Washing¬ 
ton, will next play Alexandr 
Dolgopolov of Ukraine, who 
defeated eighth-seeded 
Janko Tipsarevic of Serbia 
6-3, 7-6 (2). 

In the day’s only upset, Ivan 
Dodig of Croatia ousted 


second-seeded Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga 6-4, 7-6 (5). 
Matching 2009 champion 
Tsonga with nine aces, 
Dodig saved all three break 
points he faced. 

Dodig will attempt to earn 
a place in his third semifinal 
of 2013 against Jarkko Nie- 
minen of Finalnd, who beat 
Michal Przysiezny of Poland 

6- 7 (4), 6-4, 6-2. 

In other matches, third- 
seeded Milos Raonic of 
Canada advanced to the 
second round with a 6-4, 

7- 6 (0) win over wild card 
Go Soeda of Japan in the 
opening match on Center 
Court. 

Raonic, coming off a win 
at the Thailand Open on 
Sunday, dominated Soe¬ 
da with his serve, hitting 24 
aces. 

“I served really well,” Raon¬ 
ic said. “It was a bit earlier 
in the day than what I’m 
used to but I played well on 
the important points and 
did what I needed to do.” 
Raonic lost in the final last 
year to local favorite Kei 
Nishikori, who will face 
Feliciano Lopez of Spain 
in the second round on 
ThursdayO 


Li, Kvitova set up China Open quarter, Nadal wins 


BEIJING (AP) — Li Na kept 
alive local hopes of a first 
homegrown champion in 
the China Open when she 
reached the quarterfinals 
with a tough 7-5, 6-4 win 
over Sabine Lisicki of Ger¬ 
many on Wednesday. 

Also, 2005 champion Ra¬ 
fael Nadal edged Philipp 
Kohlschreiber of Germany 
6-4, 7-6 (3) to move into the 
third round. 

Li broke Lisicki twice in 
each set, overcoming sev¬ 
en double faults and hold¬ 
ing off six of eight break 
chances. 

To equal her previous best 
efforts in Beijing, the semifi¬ 
nals in 2010 and 2012, Li will 
face Petra Kvitova, against 
whom she has a 3-2 record. 
Kvitova beat Sara Errani of 


Italy 6-4, 6-7 (3), 6-3 in a 2 
1/2-hour third-round match 
which featured 19 breaks 
of serve. 

Former champions Ag¬ 
nieszka Radwanska (2011) 
and Jelena Jankovic (2008) 
won their second-round 
matches, but two-time 
former winner Svetlana 
Kuznetsova lost to Andrea 
Petkovic of Germany 4-6, 
6-4, 6-1. 

Polish qualifier Polana Her- 
cog ousted Ana Ivanovic 
6-4, 6-4 and will play Rad¬ 
wanska for a spot in the last 
eight. 

Nadal and Kohlschreiber 
traded five breaks of serve 
in their first set but couldn’t 
break the other in the sec¬ 
ond and were separated 
only in the tiebreaker. □ 



Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates after winning over Santiago Giraldo of Colombia during their 
match in the China Open tennis tournament at the National Tennis Stadium in Beijing, China Tues¬ 
day, Oct. 1,2013. 

Associated Press 
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Strap on your computer, wearable tech taking off 


MARTHA MENDOZA 
AP National Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— The digital domain is 
creeping off our desktops 
and onto our bodies, from 
music players that match 
your tunes to your heart 
beat, to mood sweaters 
that change color de¬ 
pending on your emotional 
state — blue for calm, red 
for angry. There are vac¬ 
uum shoes that clean the 
floor while you walk and fit¬ 
ness bracelets, anklets and 
necklaces to track your 
calorie burning. 

“Everyone agrees the 
race is just beginning, and 
I think we’re going to see 
some very, very big leaps 
in just the next year,” said 
tech entrepreneur Manish 
Chandra at a wearable 
technology conference 
and fashion show in San 
Francisco Monday that 
was buzzing with hundreds 
of developers, engineers 
and designers. 

Wearable technologies 
have long been a side¬ 
show to mainstream lap¬ 
top and smartphones, but 
this year Google’s glasses 
and rumors of Apple’s 
iWatch are popularizing 
the field. Analysts forecast 
swift growth. Last year the 
market for wearable tech¬ 
nology — encompassing 
everything from hearing 
aids to wristband pedom¬ 
eters — totaled almost $9 
billion. That should climb 
to $30 billion by 2018, said 
analyst Shane Walker at 
IHS Global Insights. 

Humans have been wear¬ 
ing technology for cen¬ 
turies, from strapped-on 
compasses to pocket 
watches. The current surg¬ 
ing industry is centered in 
the Silicon Valley and San 
Francisco Bay area, where 
mostly smaller startups de¬ 
sign their products locally 
and have them manufac¬ 
tured in Asia to take ad¬ 
vantage of cheap labor. 
Monday’s conference was 
one of several focusing 
exclusively on wearable 
technology in recent years. 
As wearable technologies 
proliferate, humans will 
need to adapt, said Geor¬ 
gia Tech professor Thad 
Starner. He advises Google 
on its glasses, which 



In this Monday, Sept. 30, 2013, photo, Jenn de la Vega wears a device on her hand as she gives 
a demonstration on a Technicolor mobile app that measures analytics for emotional response to 
content that will give feedback to the content creators at the GLAZED Conference, a conference 
for the business of wearable technology, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 



In this Monday, Sept. 30, 2013, photo, a mannequin wearing headphones and accessories for Vi- 
bease, left, the world’s first wearable sexual vibrator controlled by smartphones; and Claire Col¬ 
lins, right, is given a demonstration of Optinvent ORA-S augmented reality glasses at the GLAZED 
Conference, a conference for the business of wearable technology, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


are lightweight frames 
equipped with a hidden 
camera and tiny display 
that responds to voice 
commands. Starner has 
worn his for several years. 
“We're talking about para¬ 
digm changing devices," 
said Starner. “Capabili¬ 
ties that people haven't 
thought of before.” 

He said that, unlike com¬ 
puters and tablets that 
people engage with, 
wearable computers are 
designed to be in the 
background, secondary to 
the wearer's attention. 

“It seems like a paradox, 
but when you pull the tech¬ 
nology closer to your body, 
there’s a seamless interac¬ 
tion, it’s more an extension 
of yourself,” he said. 

But there are sure to be 
cultural and social issues. 
Google Glass — and some 
emerging competitors — 
have raised concerns of 
people who don't want to 
be surreptitiously videoed 
or photographed. And 
what about interacting? 

At Monday's conference, 
attendees slipped on mon¬ 
itors that measured their 
heart rates and tempera¬ 
tures to reflect whether 
they really were enjoying 
a movie, and shot pho¬ 
tos through their Google 
Glasses of Vibease, the 
world’s first wearable vi¬ 


brator controlled by smart¬ 
phones, promising long dis¬ 
tance intimacy. 

“Do you really want a touch 
screen on the front of your 
t-shirt? Is it socially accept¬ 
able to be poked all over 
your body for somebody 
to use your wearable com¬ 
puter?” asked Genevieve 
Dion, who directs a fash¬ 
ion and technology lab at 
Drexel University. 

The answer, for some, is no. 
In a newly released survey 
from Cornerstone OnDe- 
mand, 42 percent of work¬ 


ers said they would not be 
willing to strap on wear¬ 
able tech for their jobs, with 
older and more traditional 
employees more reluctant 
than their counterparts. The 
survey polled 1,029 Ameri¬ 
cans aged 18 and over in 
August, and had a 3.1 per¬ 
centage point margin of 
error.And then there's an 
issue of bandwidth, said 
Ritch Blasi, a consultant 
with SVP-Comunicano who 
researches the wearable 
technology market. At this 
point, there simply isn't 


enough network service to 
support universal and con¬ 
stant wireless use, he said. 
But that too will catch up. 
“It almost makes you think 
everyone is going to turn 
into a cyborg,” he said, 
referring to a fictional, 
prosthetic-laden high tech 
comic book superhero. 
And will they? 

“When you look at the 
world and everything peo¬ 
ple are doing?" said Blasi, 
pausing for a moment. “I 
think the answer to that is 
yes.’O 
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Stocks fall as protracted government shutdown fears grow 


Continued from front 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell as much as 
147 points in the first hour 
of trading. It ended the 
day down 58.56 points, or 
0.4 percent, at 15,133.14 


ers appearing unwilling to 
yield in their entrenched 
positions. After Obama 
summoned Congressional 
leaders to the White House 
later in the morning, the 
market started to recoup 
some of ifs losses, buf the 


recovery faded through¬ 
out the afternoon. 

“The markets are sending a 
loud message to Washing¬ 
ton lawmakers to get their 
act together and resolve 
the budget crisis,” said 
Peter Cardillo, chief mar¬ 


ket economist at Rockwell 
Global Capital. 

Earlier, European Central 
Bank head Mario Draghi 
said that the partial U.S. 
government shutdown was 
a risk to economic recover¬ 
ies in the U.S. and globally. 
Chief executives from the 
nation’s biggest financial 
firms met with Obama 
for more than an hour 
Wednesday. Referring to 
the potential showdown 
over raising the govern¬ 
ment's borrowing limit, 
Lloyd Blankfein, CEO of 
Goldman Sachs, said: “We 
shouldn’t use threats of 
causing the U.S. to fail... as 
a cudgel.” Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Jacob Lew told Con¬ 
gress that unless lawmakers 
act in time, he will run out of 
money to pay the nation’s 
bills by Oct. 17. Congress 
must periodically raise the 
limit on government bor¬ 
rowing to keep U.S. funds 
flowing, a once-roufine 
matter that has become 
locked in battles over the 
federal budget deficit. 
The last time there was an 
impasse over the borrow¬ 


ing limit, in August 2011, it 
led to a downgrade of the 
United States' credit rating 
by Standard & Poor's and 
a plunge in the stock mar¬ 
ket. The government shut¬ 
down is ill-timed because 
the U.S. economic recov¬ 
ery is still on shaky founda¬ 
tions. U.S. businesses add¬ 
ed 166,000 jobs last month, 
payroll company ADP said 
Wednesday, a level con¬ 
sistent with only a mod¬ 
est improvement in hiring. 
Economists polled by Fact- 
Set had forecast 180,000 
jobs would be added.“It's 
clear that the economy 
hasn’t picked up steam 
like people were anticipat¬ 
ing,” said Kate Warne, and 
investment strategist at Ed¬ 
ward Jones, an investment 
adviser. “Especially with 
the government shutdown, 
there's not a lot that is go¬ 
ing to help it do so over the 
next couple of months." 
About 800,000 federal 
workers were staying home 
again Wednesday on the 
second day of the shut¬ 
down, the first since the 
winter of 1995-96.Q 



A specialist looks at a screen at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Wednesday, 
Oct. 2,2013. The stock market closed lower as investors weigh the possibility that political gridlock 
may keep the government partially closed for some time. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Empire State Realty skyrockets following IPO 


points. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 1.13 points, or 0.1 
percent, to 1,693.87. The 
Nasdaq composite de¬ 
clined 2.96 points, or 0.1 
percent, to 3,815.02. 

Six of 10 industry sectors in 
the S&P 500 fell. Declines 
were led by the makers of 
consumer staples and in¬ 
dustrial companies. 
Defense companies, 
which rely on government 
contracts for a large part 
of their revenue, led de¬ 
clines for industrial compa¬ 
nies. Raytheon fell $1.73, 
or 2.2 percent, to $76.08. 
Lockheed Martin dropped 
$2.42, or 1.9 percent, to 
$125. 

In Washington, Republi¬ 
cans in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives are insisting that 
Democrats negotiate over 
a new health care law as 
part of the budget talks. 
Senate Democrats, led by 
Majority Leader Harry Reid 
of Nevada, insist that Re¬ 
publicans pass a straight¬ 
forward temporary funding 
bill with no strings attached 
On Wednesday, the major 
indexes opened sharply 
lower, with U.S. lawmak- 


NEW YORK (AP) — Shares 
of Empire State Realty Trust 
gained in Wednesday 
trading after the compa¬ 
ny's initial public offering 
raised about $754 million. 
The real estate investment 
trust owns the Empire State 
Building and 11 other of¬ 
fice properties in New York 
and Connecticut. It sold 
71.5 million shares for $13 
per share, which was at 
the low end of its prior es¬ 
timate. 

Empire State Realty Trust 
Inc. said it raised $754.4 mil¬ 
lion after expenses, com¬ 
missions, and discounts. 

The stock gained 39 cents, 
or 3 percent, to $13.39 by 
late morning in heavy trad¬ 
ing. It listed on the New York 
Stock Exchange under the 
ticker symbol “ESRT.” 

The real estate investment 
trust will use the proceeds 
of the IPO to fund trans¬ 
actions and fees and pay 
holders of interests in exist¬ 
ing entities, including the 
Helmsley estate. It had 
expected the IPO to price 


between $13 and $15 per 
share. 

The underwriters of the IPO 
will have an option buy an¬ 
other 10.7 million shares to 
cover any over-allotments. 
Real estate investor Peter 


Malkin bought the Empire 
State Building from Donald 
Trump and a business part¬ 
ner for $57.5 million in 2002. 
Malkin Holdings, which is 
run by Peter Malkin and his 
son Anthony, spearhead¬ 


ed a plan to take Empire 
State Realty public. 

A small group of stake¬ 
holders opposed the plan 
and said they were misled 
about the proposal, add¬ 
ing that the move would 


Chairman, CEO and President Anthony Malkin, foreground left, of Empire State Realty Trust, and 
Chairman Emeritus Peter Malkin, background left, applaud as their company's stock begins 
trading during its IPO on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2013. 
Empire State Realty Trust Inc., the real estate investment trust behind the Empire State Building, 
also manages other office buildings in the New York City area. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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Air France-KLM could aid a struggling Alitalia 


STREET BRIEFS 
Cerberus firm 
says interested 
in BlackBerry 

TORONTO (AP) — Private 
equity firm Cerberus is in¬ 
terested in taking a look 
at BlackBerry’s books as 
a prelude to a possible 
bid for the troubled smart¬ 
phone company. Cer¬ 
berus is looking to sign a 
confidentiality agreement 
with BlackBerry that would 
allow it to access the com¬ 
pany’s private information, 
an official familiar with the 
situation said Wednesday 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity. The official spoke on 
condifion of anonymity 
because the person was 
not authorized to discuss 
the private talks. BlackBer¬ 
ry announced last month 
that Fairfax Financial Hold¬ 
ings Lfd. signed a letter of 
intent that “contemplates” 
buying BlackBerry for $9 a 
share, or $4.7 billion. Fair¬ 
fax, BlackBerry's largest 
shareholder, is trying to at¬ 
tract other investors. Black¬ 
Berry is allowed to look for 
ofher buyers while Fairfax 
conducts six weeks of due 
diligenceO 

Tesla tumbles 
after Model S 
catches on fire 

SEATTLE (AP) — Shares of 
electric car company Tesla 
sank more than 6 percent 
Wednesday after an Inter¬ 
net video showed flames 
spewing from one of the 
company's vehicles follow¬ 
ing a crash near Seattle. 
Shares of Tesla Motors Inc. 
fell $12.05 to $180.95. It was 
the stock’s biggest one- 
day decline since July 16. 
The automobile site Jalop- 
nik.com posted the video 
that it says was taken by 
a reader. The video shows 
the front of the Tesla Model 
S in flames. Tesla says the 
car hit a large metal ob¬ 
ject in the road Tuesday, 
causing significant dam¬ 
age. The Palo Alto, Cali¬ 
fornia, company says the 
driver escaped unharmed 
and the blaze was put out 
by firefighters. The fire was 
limited to the front of the 
$70,000 car, Tesla said.Q 


NICOLA CLARK 
© 2013 New York Times 
PARIS - The chief execu¬ 
tive of Air France-KLM, the 
largest foreign shareholder 
in Alitalia, said Wednesday 
that he had not ruled out 
the possibility of participat¬ 
ing in a fresh bailout of the 
struggling Italian flagship 
carrier as it scrambles to 
produce a plan to shore up 
its dwindling cash reserves. 
But given the weak finan¬ 
cial position of the French- 
Dutch group, which owns 
25 percent of Alitalia, any 
assistance would be sub¬ 
ject to strict conditions, he 
said. 

“We have to be extremely 
vigilant,” the executive, 
Alexandre de Juniac, told 
the French business daily 
Les Echos in an interview. 
“If the right conditions are 
met, I am prepared to go 
ahead.” 

de Juniac did not elabo¬ 
rate on those conditions, 
but his remarks came as 
Alitalia’s top management 
met for a second day with 
its bankers, shareholders 
and senior Italian govern¬ 
ment ministers to discuss a 
plan to inject fresh capital 
into the debt-laden airline, 
which continues to post 
losses five years after Air 
France-KLM and a consor¬ 
tium of Italian companies 
rescued it from bankruptcy. 
Those discussions have tak¬ 
en on a sense of urgency in 
recent days. 

Alitalia last week reported 
that its net loss had wid¬ 
ened to 294 million euros, 
or $398 million, in the six 
months that ended June 
30, compared with 201 mil¬ 
lion euros in the same peri- 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The price 
of oil rose the most in two 
weeks Wednesday, on the 
prospect of more oil ship¬ 
ping between a key U.S. 
Midwest hub and the Gulf 
Coast. 

Benchmark oil for Novem¬ 
ber delivery rose $2.06, or 2 
percent, to close at $104.10 
a barrel on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. 
Reports said that Transcan- 
ada is close to completing 


od a year earlier. Revenue 
slipped by 4 percent to 1.62 
billion euros. Its net debt 
stood at 946 million euros, 
up from 862 million euros 
a year ago, while its avail¬ 
able cash flow was down 
to a precarious 128 million 
euros from 159 million euros 
at the end of March. 
Alitalia’s management is 
seeking an injection of at 
least 100 million euros from 
existing shareholders in ex¬ 


change for new shares, as 
well as a syndicated share¬ 
holder loan of 55 million eu¬ 
ros that would be convert¬ 
ible into shares. 

Alitalia is also negotiating 
with a consortium of banks, 
including Intesa Sanpaolo 
and UniCredit, for a fresh 
300 million euro line of 
credit to help fund current 
operations, said two peo- 


work on the southern por¬ 
tion of its Keystone pipe¬ 
line expansion. That could 
mean as much as 700,000 
barrels a day moving out 
of Cushing, Oklahoma, the 
pricing point for U.S. bench¬ 
mark oil. The additional de¬ 
mand is seen as positive for 
oil prices. 

The market shrugged off a 
report from the Energy De¬ 
partment showing bigger 
than expected increases 
in U.S. oil and gasoline sup¬ 


ple with knowledge of the 
discussions. 

But Air France-KLM, which 
holds four seats on Alita¬ 
lia’s 19-member board, 
has not acquiesced to that 
plan, which is subject to a 
board vote on Oct. 14. Air 
France-KLM is seeking more 
aggressive efforts by the 
Italian carrier to reduce its 
debt, said the people, who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the talks 


were still underway. 

An Air France-KLM spokes¬ 
man declined to comment 
on whether the group 
would accept a dilution of 
its Alitalia stake if it chooses 
not to participate in the 
capital increase. Alitalia 
representatives also would 
not comment. 

Alitalia in July outlined a re¬ 
structuring program aimed 


plies. It also ignored, at 
least for a day, the partial 
shutdown of the federal 
government. 

Demand for oil in the U.S. 
could weaken if the shut¬ 
down curbs economic 
growth and continues to 
stop 800,000 federal work¬ 
ers from commufing. The 
workers were furloughed 
offer U.S. lawmakers failed 
to agree on a budget 
measure to fund govern¬ 
ment operations after the 


at restoring it to profitability 
by 2016 that involves trans¬ 
ferring a larger share of its 
domestic and European 
services to its low-cost sub¬ 
sidiary. 

Air One, to better compete 
with foreign rivals like Ry¬ 
anair and EasyJet. Alitalia 
also envisions an expansion 
of ifs long-disfance services 
out of Rome, Milan and 
Venice, a plan fhaf would 
mean adding more expen¬ 


sive, wide-body jets to its 
fleet. 

Air France-KLM is opposed 
to this strategy, said one 
person close to the discus¬ 
sions, for fear that any ex¬ 
pansion of long-disfance 
services af this stage would 
only prolong Alitalia's loss¬ 
es and distract it from fhe 
more pressing issue of its 
debt burden. □ 


fiscal year ended Monday. 
Brent crude, a benchmark 
used to price imported 
crude used by many U.S. 
refineries, gained $1.25 to 
$109.19 in London. 

In other energy futures trad¬ 
ing on Nymex: 

— Wholesale gasoline rose 
2 cents to $2.63 per gallon. 

— Natural gas dropped 7 
cents to $3.54 per 1,000 cu¬ 
bic feet. 

— Heating oil rose 4 cents 
to $2.99 per gallonO 


Oil rises on news of pipeline expansion 



A KLM aircraft takes off from Edinburgh Airport. The chief executive of Air France-KLM, the largest 
foreign shareholder in Alitalia, said Wednesday that he had not ruled out the possibility of partici¬ 
pating in a fresh bailout of the struggling Italian flagship carrier as it scrambles to produce a plan 
to shore up its dwindling cash reserves. 

(AP Photo/PA, Danny Lawson) 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Noted Spanish 
romantic artist 
5 Blazing 
10 Wild feline 

14 Lumberjacks’ 
tools 

15 Sofa 

16 Sitting upon 

17 Ham or beef 

18 Clumsy 

19 Steak orderer’s 
request 

20 Infuriates 

22 Summer fruits 

24 Debtor’s note 

25 On the _ of; 
about to 

26 VP _ Agnew 

29 “Where _ I go 
wrong?” 

30 Grow_; age 

34 Skin opening 

35 Male child 

36 Provide auto 
policy coverage 

37 Neighbor of 
Canada: abbr. 

38 Priest’s home 

40 Stinging insect 

41 Keep 

43 Astonishment 

44 Fill a suitcase 

45 Lock of hair 

46 Stone 
prehistoric time 

47 Narrow cuts 

48 Feel; perceive 

50 Enemy 

51 Accepts one’s 
pension 

54 Violin player 

58 Lemony drinks 

59 Fencing sword 

61 Pierce 

62 In _; jokingly 

63 Bleacher levels 

64 Omelet maker’s 
purchases 

65 Has _ in one’s 
pants; is jittery 

66 Incline 

67 Ashy residue 

DOWN 

1 Sporting event 

2 Plow animals 

3 2013, for one 


4 Dancer Fred 

5 “Bye, Pierre!” 

6 Swim _; 
diver’s flippers 

7 TV’s *_ Got a 
Secret” 

8 Knocked 

9 Go into 

10 Packages 

11 Provo’s state 

12 Greater amount 

13 Ridicules 

21 Wet sticky stuff 

23 Great pain 

25 Antique; classic 

26 Gush forth 

27 Baffling 
question 

28 Very angry 

29 One of the 
Seven Dwarfs 

31 Middle East 
sheikhdom 

32 Build; construct 

33 Has a stench 

35 Boxer or 
McCain: abbr. 

36 Dublin’s nation: 
abbr. 


38 Staircase piece 

39 Be obligated 
42 Lends a hand 
44 Vows of fidelity 

46 Attack 

47 Layer of turf 

49 Homes in trees 

50 At_; originally 

51 Indian prince 


52 Biblical garden 

53 Examination 

54 Plant with 
fronds 

55 Company’s 
symbol 

56 Therefore 

57 Nap 

60 Actress Arthur 
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In Paris, air-kissing wanes for the moment 


ERIC WILSON 
© 2013 New York Times 
PARIS - Elisabeth von Thurn 
und Taxis, the globe-trot¬ 
ting princess who is a col¬ 
umnist for Vogue, arrived 
at her own dinner party at 
the Hotel Prince de Galles 
on Tuesday night on the 
back of a motorcycle. To 
beat the traffic, Parisians 
gad about on motorbikes 


ing mess and a 25-min¬ 
ute wait, was unable to 
enter its titillating special 
exhibition on the history 
of the male nude. She 
and a friend stood outside 
the entrance, peering in 
hopelessly before they fi¬ 
nally gave up. 

As the clock struck 11 
p.m. the guests began to 
disperse, on their way to 


“I don’t want to watch 
any more about me,” she 
said. “But I like to hear 
what other people say 
about me.” 

The designers piled in with 
people you’ve never seen 
before. 

Anthony Vaccarello 
walked by, then Victoire 
de Castellane and Law¬ 
rence Steele, Brian At¬ 



Kim Kardashian and the designer Riccardo Tisci arrive at Carine Roitfeld's party marking the 
end of Paris Fashion Week in Paris, Oct. 1, 2013. 

(Lauren Fleishman/The New York Times) 


these days, ever since 
Uber introduced the bike 
option here last year. 

“You can get anywhere in 
10 minutes,” von Thurn und 
Taxis said as she adjusted 
a thin silver band that rest¬ 
ed on her forehead. “The 
only problem is your hair.” 
Before Carine Roitfeld’s 
seasonal Paris Fashion 
Week send-off party, von 
Thurn und Taxis had gath¬ 
ered a small crew that 
included the designers 
Giambattista Valli, Este¬ 
ban Cortazar, Max Os- 
terweis and Nicholas Kirk¬ 
wood. And Lena Dunham, 
who, believe it or not, had 
never been to Paris. 

“It has been a major over¬ 
sight in my life,” she said. 
Dunham wore a simple 
frock with a loose white 
top, recounting how she 
had visited the Musee 
d'Orsay earlier that day 
but, because of a ticket¬ 


Roitfeld’s party at the fan¬ 
cy-pants restaurant Pavil¬ 
ion Ledoyen, right behind 
the Petit Palais museum, 
that followed a screen¬ 
ing of “Mademoiselle C,” 
the documentary about 
her new magazine. Roit¬ 
feld’s parties, as they have 
grown larger, and larger, 
have lost some of the je 
ne sais quoi of their ear¬ 
lier days, the “quoi” being 
space to breathe. 

These French people do 
not know how to work a 
room. They air-kiss in door¬ 
ways and refuse to budge 
so that no one else can 
get a glimpse of Kim Kar¬ 
dashian as she entered 
with the Givenchy design¬ 
er, Riccardo Tisci. 

Roitfeld, with glittering eye 
shadow and a stark black 
dress, remained near the 
entrance, soliciting feed¬ 
back on the film, which 
she had skipped. 


wood, Peter Dundas, Bru¬ 
no Frisoni and Katy Perry, 
who had attended the 
Chanel show that day, 
though it was hard to hear 
what anyone was talking 
about over the Michael 
Jackson and George 
Michael wedding party 
tunes. 

As usual, the party be¬ 
came fun only after mid¬ 
night. Suddenly Joan 
Smalls, the model, kicked 
off her shoes and set to 
dancing with Lily Donald¬ 
son in the manner of a 
maypole, while Miguel, 
the phenomenally popu¬ 
lar American singer whom 
no one seems to recog¬ 
nize in France, watched 
with a wide grin. 

And had you left the par¬ 
ty around 1:15 a.m., you 
would have found yet an¬ 
other model, Lindsey Wix- 
son, outside, sitting on the 
back of a motorcycle.O 



FOR RENT 
Near Marriott 

Cottage 2 storey, 2 br/bt, living, 
furnished, aircon, internet, 
cable. 

Attractive garden, animals 
welcome 

Afl. 1500 p/m excl. 

T. 586-3369 

_ 20098 0 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

_ 114364 

LA CABANA 
Fixed Week Owners 

Ensure No changes to your 
units/weeks. Vote YES 2013 
AGM to extend our current 
articles of association 
www.fwoal.proboards.com 

200073 

FOR SALE 
Home Sweet Home 
Real Estate 

House, 3 bedr, 2 bath, property 
land Wayaca Residence, 

Afl. 240.000 
Jama Ashna: 592-9966 

_ 20097 1 

FOR SALE 

Elegant timeshare for sale 

Divi Resort and Golf Villas 
Unit 4106 wk 40,10/5 to 10/2 
2 rm suite, lock off master br w/ 
bath and balcony many 
amenities, 14 bath, king bed, 
queen sleeper sofa $6900 
local 565-9394 until 10/7 
email: rmwjmw@aol.com or 
508-651 0016 

200973 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 
Aruba Beach Club 

Week 40, Oct. 5 to 12, Superior 
room 128 Ground floor steps to 
pool and Ocean $3300 
local 565-9394 
email: rmwjmw@aol.com or 
508-651 0016 


200956 
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DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

n ^ Oranjestad 

n Dr. D. de Cuba 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

0'STAD:Paradera Tel: 588-6638 
S. NICOLAS: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 118 
SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION " 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA)Jel: ^83-299_9_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Teh 583-8989 _ 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 





































A28ICPIEMPE 

THURSDAY 3 OCTOBER 2013|wwBCI 1OC _ k 4 “ ^ 

Gene scans solve mystery diseases in kids, adults 



This Tuesday, Oct. 1,2013 photo provided by Ashley Wonderly shows Cannon Collier, 4, in George¬ 
town, Texas. His parents, Lindsey and Brandon Collier searched for years for an answer to what 
was plaguing their son. 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

They were mystery diseases 
that had stumped doc¬ 
tors for years — adults with 
strange symptoms and 
children with neurological 
problems, mental slowness 
or muscles too weak to let 
them stand. Now scien¬ 
tists say they were able to 
crack a quarter of these 
cases by decoding the pa¬ 
tients' genes. 

Their study is the first large- 
scale effort to move gene 
sequencing out of the lab 
and into ordinary medi¬ 
cal care, and it shows that 
high hopes for this technol¬ 
ogy are finally paying off. 
“This is a direct benefit of 
the Human Genome Proj¬ 
ect,” the big effort to de¬ 
code our DNA, said Dr. 
Christine M. Eng of Baylor 
College of Medicine in 
Houston. “We're now able 
to directly benefit patients 
through more accurate di¬ 
agnosis.” 

She led the study, which 
was published online 
Wednesday by the New 
England Journal of Medi¬ 
cine. If gives results on the 
first 250 patients referred to 
Baylor for a newer type of 
sequencing —just the DNA 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Scien¬ 
tists have discovered an¬ 
cient supervolcanoes on 
Mars similar to the caldera 
that sits under Yellowstone 
National Park. 

Volcanoes previously have 
been spotted on Mars, 
which is known to have 
been volcanically active 
billions of years ago. 

What’s different about this 
supervolcano network is 
that it was found in fhe 
Martian northern high¬ 
lands, a place not known 
to be active in the past. 
Studying images from sev¬ 
eral spacecraft orbiting 
Mars, researchers at Lon¬ 
don's Natural History Mu¬ 
seum and NASA found at 
least one massive volcano 
and evidence for several 
others that spewed huge 


segments that hold the 
recipes for all the proteins 
the body needs. That's 
only about 1 percent of 
the whole genome. 

Baylor has sequenced 
more patients beyond 
those in the study — 1,700 
so far — and found gene 
flaws in 1 out of 4, Eng said. 


clouds of lava and ash. 

The finding described in 
Thursday’s issue of the jour¬ 
nal Nature suggests that 
early Mars was more ac- 


That rate will improve as 
more genes are linked to 
diseases, but it’s already 
much higher than the less 
comprehensive gene tests 
done now, said Rebecca 
Nagy, a scientist at Ohio 
State University and presi¬ 
dent of fhe National Soci¬ 
ety of Genetic Counselors. 


five than previously real¬ 
ized, and that such erup¬ 
tions could have affected 
the red planet’s climate 
and atmosphere.Q 


Associated Press 

“For some of these condi¬ 
tions there could be treat¬ 
ments that are lifesaving,” 
she said. 

Already, three people test¬ 
ed at Baylor were found 
to have a muscle disorder 
that can cause respiratory 
problems and even death. 
The condition is aggra¬ 
vated by infections and 
stress, and there are drugs 
to treat those and prevent 
serious episodes, Eng said. 
In other cases, having a di¬ 
agnosis helped parents like 
Lindsey and Brandon Col¬ 
lier decide whether to have 
more children. The Colliers, 
who live in Georgetown, 
Texas, about 30 miles (50 
kilometers) north of Austin, 
searched for years for an 
answer to what was plagu¬ 
ing their son. Cannon, now 
4. 

“He was a pretty floppy 
baby" wifh poor muscle 
tone and problems eat¬ 
ing, Lindsey Collier said. 
“We weren’t getting any 
answers and they were just 
all over the map on ev¬ 
erything they were testing 
for.” 

“It is a huge weight lifted 
off our shoulders" she said 
of testing at Baylor that 
found a rare muscle disor¬ 
der. 

Genetic counselors said 
the problem was not likely 
to occur in other offspring, 


so the Colliers had a sec¬ 
ond child. Their 6-week- 
old daughter, Smith, is 
fine, and Cannon is being 
helped now by intensive 
physical therapy and other 
treatments. 

Just having a diagnosis is 
very valuable because it 
ends the expensive and 
emotionally exhausting 
testing that parents go 
through, said Dr. Robert 
C. Green, a geneticist at 
Brigham and Women's 
Hospital and Harvard Med¬ 
ical School. 

“Many of these are chil¬ 
dren or adults that have 
had a mystery illness for 
many years. Their families 
don’f know whaf if is and 
fhey're sorf of desperate 
for an answer,” and it’s not 
possible to find a treatment 
until you find the cause, he 
said. 

In the study of the first 250 
patients at Baylor, 62 were 
found to have gene flaws. 
In 33 cases, only one faulty 
copy of a gene was re¬ 
sponsible. In 16 other cas¬ 
es, both copies of a gene 
were bad. Four patients 
had problems in two differ¬ 
ent genes. 

Nine patients had faulty 
genes on the X chromo¬ 
some. Since boys have 
only one copy of that sex 
chromosome, those dis¬ 
orders mostly affect that 
gender. 

Baylor gets revenue from 
gene testing, and two 
study leaders are consul¬ 
tants or paid speakers for 
gene testing companies 
not involved in the study. 
The government’s National 
Human Genome Research 
Institute helped pay for the 
study, and insurers covered 
much of the testing. It cost 
$7,000 per case, which 
usually included sequenc¬ 
ing the parents' genes. 

The price will drop and 
the usefulness will rise over 
time, Dr. Howard Jacob 
of the Medical College of 
Wisconsin wrote in an edi¬ 
torial in the journal. Several 
years ago, he sequenced 
the genes of a 5-year-old 
Wisconsin boy who suf¬ 
fered from a rare genetic 
disease. That unprece¬ 
dented feat led to a cord 
blood transplant and other 
treatments for the boy. Q 


Scientists discover ancient 
supervolcanoes on Mars 



This undated image provided by NASA shows a high-resolution 
view of a possible ancient supervolcano on Mars. 

Associated Press 












George Clooney 
hopes government 
shutdown ends soon 
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Tom Clancy’s Jack 
Ryan a Hollywood hit 



This 2010 image released by G.P. Putnam Sons shows author 
Tom Clancy in Huntingtown, Md. Clancy, the bestselling author 
of “The Hunt for Red October” and other wildly successful tech¬ 
nological thrillers, has died. He was 66 . Penguin Group (USA) 
said Wednesday that Clancy died Tuesday in Baltimore. The 
publisher did not disclose a cause of death. 

Associated Press 



Actor George Clooney at¬ 
tends the premiere of “Gravi¬ 
ty” at the AMC Lincoln Square 
Theaters on Tuesday, Oct. 1, 
2013, in New York. 

Associated Press 


JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — George 
Clooney knows the coun¬ 
try is going through a tough 
time with the government 
shutdown. But the actor 
is optimistic that “cooler 
heads will prevail” and let 
things get back to normal. 
He applauded U.S. Rep. 
Peter King, a New York 
Republican, as one of the 
“guys on the right,” trying 
to get the government 
back up and running. 

“I know for a fact that 
there’s a lot of guys on 
the right, Peter King, for 
instance, and some peo¬ 
ple like that, who are also 
doing the best they can 
to stop this from happen¬ 
ing or to put an end to it,” 
Clooney said. 

He added: “You just hope 
that it happens soon.” 

King has spoken out 
against Tea Party Republi¬ 
can Sen. Ted Cruz 
Clooney made the com¬ 
ments at the New York 
premiere of his new film, 
“Gravity.” □ 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jack 
Ryan is the sort of Ameri¬ 
can hero that’s been a 
screen staple since the 
silent era. Harrison Ford, 
Alec Baldwin and Ben Af¬ 
fleck have all played the 
fictional CIA analyst, and 
Chris Pine joins the list when 
“Jack Ryan: Shadow One” 
opens on Christmas Day. 
The character was Tom 
Clancy’s version of an 
American James Bond, 
said Gregg Kilday, film edi¬ 
tor for The Hollywood Re¬ 
porter. Clancy, who died 
Tuesday at age 66, “wrote 
these very solid, meat-and- 
potatoes thrillers,” Kilday 
said. “They offered up a lot 
of material that directors 
and actors could work with 
in fashioning straightfor¬ 
ward, semi-patriotic espio¬ 
nage and action-adven¬ 
ture movies." Each adap¬ 
tation was a hit: “The Hunt 
for Red October," ‘'Patriot 
Games," "Clear and Pres¬ 
ent Danger” and “The Sum 
of All Fears.” Buf despite 
the success, the author's 


relationship with Hollywood 
was often contentious. 
While he enjoyed the expo¬ 
sure, he regretted the lack 
of creative control. “Giving 
your book to Hollywood is 
like turning your daughter 
over to a pimp,” he fa¬ 
mously said.“He took pot¬ 


shots at a number of films," 
Kilday noted. “He didn't 
like that movies like ‘Clear 
and Present Danger' and 
‘Patriot Games' didn’t sim¬ 
ply reproduce the plots of 
his novels,” which were too 
complex to fit into a two- 
hour screenplay. □ 


Def Leppard talks cancer, concert film, new music 



In this photo taken Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2013, British rock 
group, Def Leppard, from left, Rick Allen, Phil Collen and Vivian 
Campbell pose for a photo in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rock¬ 
ing with Def Leppard be¬ 
tween bouts of chemo¬ 
therapy proved healing for 
guitarist Vivian Campbell. 
The 51-year-old musician 
relied on his bandmates 
and the thrill of perform¬ 
ing to help him through a 
diagnosis of Hodgkins lym¬ 
phoma (he started treat¬ 
ment in April). The band 
hit the road this summer 
for a monthlong tour that 
wrapped in July. 

“We’ve actually been able 
to work through it,” said 
Campbell. “We did the 
shows in Europe while I was 
doing chemo ... and men¬ 
tally that was a big part of 
my recovery.” 

“I'm glad I had the oppor¬ 
tunity to work through it in¬ 
stead of stay at home and 
feel sorry for myself,” he 
added. 


After more than 30 years 
together, Def Leppard isn'f 
slowing down for cancer — 
or anything else. 

Fans can get a front-row 
seat to see the band at lo¬ 
cal cineplexes on Wednes¬ 
day and again next week 
in “Def Leppard Viva! Hys¬ 
teria Concert.” Filmed dur¬ 
ing a Las Vegas residency 
earlier this year, it shows the 
quintet doing something 
unprecedented: perform¬ 
ing the 1987 mega-hit al¬ 
bum, “Hysteria,” live from 
start to finish. 

“It was fun, actually, and 
a totally different way of 
doing it,” said guitarist Phil 
Collen. “It was a different 
dynamic doing the album 
in full, and it was much 
more theatrical."Part of the 
theatrics came in the form 
of Ded Flatbird. Singer Joe 
Elliott suggested the band 
open for itself during its first- 
ever Vegas residency, but 


do it as a fake cover band. 
“We would actually go out 
and pretend to be Ded 
Flatbird, who were sup¬ 
posedly the greatest Def 
Leppard cover band in 
the world,” said Campbell. 


“Joe gave us all aliases. We 
became different charac¬ 
ters, and as the shows pro¬ 
gressed, we kind of devel¬ 
oped those personalities a 
little bit more, and that was 
a fun part of the show... 


“Then, of course, the cur¬ 
tain reveal and it’s Def 
Leppard doing ‘Hysteria.’” 
Ded Flatbird performed 
nightly during the nine- 
show engagement, play¬ 
ing obscure material from 
the early days of Def Lep¬ 
pard and other tracks 
apart from the “Hysteria" 
album. Ded Flatbird's per¬ 
formances are included in 
the double CD and DVD 
set, “Viva! Hysteria," out on 
Oct. 22. “We were so con¬ 
vincing that a lot of people 
didn't actually realize it 
was us,” said drummer Rick 
Allen. “We actually got 
booed by a few people.” 
“Because we went out 
and found another one- 
armed drummer!” Camp¬ 
bell quipped. (Allen lost his 
left arm in a car accident 
a year after the release of 
the band’s breakthrough 
album, 1983’s “Pyroma- 
nia.”)Q 
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“Glee” actor Monteith died of heroin, alcohol mix 



Jane Lynch presents a tribute to Cory Monteith on stage at the 
65th Primetime Emmy Awards at Nokia Theatre on Sunday Sept. 
22, 2013, in Los Angeles. Monteith died on July 13. 

Associated Press 


JEREMY HAINSWORTH 
Associated Press 
VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — The British 
Columbia Coroners Service 
said Wednesday investi¬ 
gators found a spoon with 
drug residue and a used 
hypodermic needle in the 


hotel room where “Glee" 
actor Cory Monteith was 
found dead in July. 

The coroner's final report 
issued Wednesday, con¬ 
firmed initial findings that 
Monteith died from using 
intravenous heroin com¬ 
bined with alcohol. 


The 31-year-old Canadian- 
born actor was found dead 
in a Vancouver hotel room 
July 13. 

“I classify this death as ac¬ 
cidental,” coroner Claire 
Thompson said in her re¬ 
port. 

Monteith had checked 
into the hotel on July 6 
and when he didn't check 
out as expected on July 
13, hotel staff entered his 
room and found him unre¬ 
sponsive on the floor. Two 
empty bottles of cham¬ 
pagne were also found in 
the room. 

“Mr. Monteith was found 
in a collapsed position the 
hotel room floor,” the re¬ 
port said. 

“It appeared that Mr. Mon¬ 
teith had been dead for 
several hours." 

Hotel video footage 
showed him returning 
alone to his room at 2:16 


a.m. on July 13. 

The investigation said Mon¬ 
teith had a history of illicit 
drug use with intermittent 
periods of rehabilitation 
and of abstinence from 
drugs. It said when people 
who have refrained from 
using opioids such as heroin 
for a while, their tolerance 
for the drug decreases. 
Monteith was honored 
at the Emmy awards last 
month. 

His death recalled the lives 
of Heath Ledger, Corey 
Haim and River Phoenix 
— actors who battled sub¬ 
stance abuse and died in 
their 20s and 30s. 

Monteith had talked blunt¬ 
ly about struggling with 
addiction since he was a 
teenager, calling it a seri¬ 
ous problem and telling Pa¬ 
rade magazine in 2011 he 
was “lucky to be alive.” 


In that interview, he said he 
was using marijuana and 
drinking by age 13, and his 
drug use was “out of con¬ 
trol” by the time he was 16. 
“Anything and everything, 
as much as possible,” he 
said. “I had a serious prob¬ 
lem." 

Monteith admitted himself 
to a treatment facility in 
April for substance addic¬ 
tion, a representative said 
at the time. 

“Glee,” with its catchy 
song-and-dance numbers 
and high-profile guest stars 
like Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Britney Spears, became an 
instant hit when it debuted 
in 2009. 

Monteith served as the 
show's resident hunk with 
a heart of gold. The show's 
producers have called him 
an exceptional performer 
“and an even more excep¬ 
tional person.”□ 


With new film, Ja Rule looks ahead after prison 



This Aug. 12, 2013 photo shows rapper Ja Rule during an inter¬ 
view in Atlanta. Ja Rule, who recently spent nearly two years 
behind bars for illegal gun possession, landed a role in a new 
movie because screenwriter Galley Molina empathized with the 
rapper. 

Associated Press 


Mia Farrow: ‘Possible’ 
son is Frank Sinatra’s 


JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Ja Rule, 
who recently spent nearly 
two years behind bars for il¬ 
legal gun possession, land¬ 
ed a role in a new movie 
because screenwriter Gal¬ 
ley Molina empathized 
with the rapper’s missteps. 
“People used to ask, ‘Well, 
you know he’s a felon?’ 
And I would say, ‘Well, so 
am I,”’ recalled Molina, 
a 44-year-old pastor who 
was locked up for five 
years for drug trafficking. 

“I know his heart. I know 
what type of dude he is 
and he was probably one 
of the most professional 
guys on the set.” 

“I’m in Love With a Church 
Girl” will debut Oct. 18 in 
more than 500 theaters in 
the U.S. Ja Rule stars as a 
high-level drug dealer who 
struggles to leave his illegal 
lifestyle behind after get¬ 
ting into a serious relation¬ 
ship with a church-going 
woman played by Adri¬ 
enne Bailon of Cheetah 
Girls and 3LW fame. Ste¬ 
phen Baldwin, “Sopranos” 
actor Vincent Pastore and 
Michael Madsen also ap¬ 
pear in the movie. 

The film, which was pro¬ 
duced by Molina and 
Grammy-winning Christian 


singer Israel Houghton, is 
based on Molina’s life. Ja 
Rule was hired while his 
gun possession cases were 
pending. He was released 
from house arrest in July af¬ 
ter he had served most of 
a two-year sentence in a 
New York state prison be¬ 
fore his subsequent transfer 
into federal custody in a 
tax evasion case. He ad¬ 
mitted to failing to pay tax¬ 
es on more than $3 million 
earned between 2004 and 
2006. “This role was very dif¬ 
ferent for me,” said Ja Rule, 
whose film credits include 
“The Fast and the Furious.” 


‘Tve done a lot of films 
that all have been pretty 
edgy. I played thug char¬ 
acters, but with this char¬ 
acter, even though I play 
a thug somewhat, he's re¬ 
ally a guy going through a 
transition.” 

The 37-year-old Ja Rule, 
born Jeffrey Atkins, said he 
put on 30 pounds in jail and 
read a number of books. 
He also earned his GED 
and said ex-New York State 
Comptroller Alan Hevesi 
and ex-Tyco Internation¬ 
al CEO Dennis Kozlowski 
urged him to pursue higher 
education. □ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mia Far¬ 
row says in an interview with 
Vanity Fair that it's possible 
her son with Woody Allen is 
instead Frank Sinatra's. 
Farrow told the maga¬ 
zine that she and Sinatra 
“never really split up” and 
when asked if Ronan Far¬ 
row might actually be Sina¬ 
tra’s son, she answered, 
“Possibly.” Ronan Farrow 
tweeted Wednesday: 
“Listen, we're all (aster- 
isk)possibly(asterisk) Frank 
Sinatra's son.” 

A representative for Allen 
told The Associated Press, 
“The article is so fictitious 
and extravagantly absurd 
that he is not going to com¬ 
ment.” Mia Farrow was 
married to Sinatra for 18 
months. Asked about the 
Sinatra family's relationship 
with Ronan, the singer’s 
daughter, Nancy Sinatra 
Jr., told the magazine he 
“is a big part of us, and we 
are blessed to have him in 
our lives.” 

Farrow and Allen had a 12 
year relationship but split in 
1992, when the actress dis¬ 
covered the director was 
having an affair with her 
adopted daughter from 
another marriage, Soon- 



In this Sept. 22, 2011 file photo 
released by the United Na¬ 
tions Foundation, Ronan Far¬ 
row, Special Adviser to the 
Secretary of State for Global 
Youth Issues, speaks during 
the Social Good Summit in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

Yi Previn, now Allen’s wife. 
A lengthy custody battle 
followed for Ronan and 
the couple’s two other 
children, in which Farrow 
accused Allen of sexually 
abusing another adopted 
child. Allen’s attorney con¬ 
tinued to deny the allega¬ 
tions in a statement to the 
magazine. 

Ronan Farrow gradu¬ 
ated from college at 15 
and went to Yale Law 
School before becom¬ 
ing a Rhodes scholar and 
special adviser to the Sec¬ 
retary of State for global 
youth issues.□ 
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A Way Of Life Is Ending. Thank Goodness 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2013 New York Times 

Imagine having to pick just one 
of your children to save, while 
leaving the others to face death. 
One of my most searing experi¬ 
ences as a reporter occurred in 
Cambodia, where I met a wom¬ 
an whose daughter had just died 
of malaria and who was left car¬ 
ing for seven children and grand¬ 
children. 

The woman, Nhem Yen, showed 
me her one anti-malaria bed net 
and told me how every evening 
she agonized over which chil¬ 
dren to squeeze under it - and 
which ones to leave out and ex¬ 
pose to malarial mosquitoes. 
That’s the kind of excruciating 
question that extreme poverty 
forces on families. 

For thousands of generations, 
a vast majority of humans have 
lived brief, illiterate lives marked 
by disease, disability and the loss 
of children. As recently as 1980, 
a slight majority of the world’s 
people lived in extreme poverty, 
defined as surviving on less than 
$1.25 in today’s money. 

Yet in a time of depressing news 
worldwide, about dysfunction 
and crisis from Syria to our own 
Congress, here’s one area of 
spectacular progress. 

The share of the world’s people 
living in extreme poverty has 
been reduced from 1 in 2 in 1980 
to 1 in 5 today, according to the 
World Bank. Now the aim is to re¬ 
duce that to almost zero by 2030. 
There will still be poverty, of 
course, just as there is far too 
much poverty lingering in Amer¬ 
ica. But the extreme hanging- 
by-your-fingernails subsistence in 
a thatch-roof hut, your children 
uneducated and dying - that 
will go from typical to essentially 
nonexistent just in the course of 
my adult life. 

Here’s something even more 
important than congressional 
name-calling or the debt limit: 
New approaches are saving mil¬ 
lions of children’s lives each year. 
In 1990, more than 12 million chil¬ 
dren died before the age of 5. 
Now that figure is down close to 
6 million. Bill Gates, whose foun¬ 
dation with his wife, Melinda, 
pioneers the vaccines and medi¬ 
cines saving these lives, tells me 
that in his lifetime the number will 
drop below 1 million. 

Illiteracy is retreating and tech¬ 
nology is spreading. More peo¬ 
ple worldwide now have cell¬ 
phones than toilets. 

Timeout for a skeptical question 
that is both callous and com¬ 


mon: 

When additional kids survive in 
poor countries, does that really 
matter? Isn’t the result just a pop¬ 
ulation explosion leading to fam¬ 
ine or war, and more deaths? 
That’s a frequent objection, but 
it’s wrong. When child mortal¬ 
ity drops and families know that 
their children will survive, they 
are more likely to have fewer ba¬ 
bies - and to invest more in them. 
There’s a well-known path from 
declining child deaths to declin¬ 
ing births, which is why Bangla¬ 
desh is now down to an average 
of 2.2 births per woman. 

Ancient diseases are on the way 
out. Guinea worm and polio are 
likely to be eradicated in the 
coming years. Malaria has been 
brought under control in many 
countries, and a vaccine may 
reduce its toll even further. 

AIDS is also receding. Last year 
in southern Africa, I interviewed 
coffin-makers who told me 
grumpily that their businesses 
were in recession because AIDS 
is no longer killing large numbers 
of people. 

The drop in mortality understates 
the gains, because diseases 
don’t just kill people but also 
leave them disabled or unpro¬ 
ductive, wrecking the economy. 
Poor people used to go blind 
routinely from disease or were 
unable to work for want of read¬ 
ing glasses. Now they are much 
less likely to go blind, and far 
more likely to get glasses. 

These achievements aren’t just 
the result of work by Western 
donors or aid groups. Some of 
the biggest gains resulted from 
economic growth in China and 
India. When the poor are able 
to get jobs, they forge their own 
path out of poverty. 

Rajiv Shah, the administrator of 
the U.S. aid agency, says he is 
optimistic that extreme poverty 
will be eliminated by 2030 but 
notes that increasingly the fo¬ 
cus will have to be on lagging 
countries like Congo. Aid groups 
are everywhere in countries like 
Rwanda or Malawi that are easy 
to work in, but scarce in eastern 
Congo or the Nuba Mountains of 
Sudan where the needs are des¬ 
perate but working conditions 
can be dangerous and primitive. 
Despite the gains, a Pew poll ear¬ 
ly this year found that the budget 
area that Americans most want¬ 
ed to cut was “aid to the world’s 
needy.” Perhaps one reason is 
that aid groups and journalists 
alike are so focused on problems 
that we leave the public mistak¬ 
enly believing that the war on 
poverty and disease is being lost. 
So let’s acknowledge that 
there’s plenty of work remain¬ 
ing - and that cycles of poverty 
in America must be a top priority 
at home - yet also celebrate a 
triumph for humanity. The world 
of extreme poverty and disease 
that characterized life for most 
people throughout history may 
now finally be on its way out. □ 



Those Banana Republicans 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2013 New York Times 


They say that the definition of 
insanity is doing the same thing 
over and over again and ex¬ 
pecting a different result. Why is it 
that the Republicans in Congress 
seem so determined to prove this 
maxim? 

Let’s start with the Affordable 
Care Act, aka Obamacare. 
The exchanges that are at the 
heart of Obamacare - making it 
possible for people who are cur¬ 
rently uninsured to buy health 
care - open for business on Tues¬ 
day. Ever since the Republicans 
took control of the House, they 
have held vote after vote to roll 
back the law, even while ignor¬ 
ing important business like, say, 
fixing the Postal Service. I think 
it’s been 43 times in all - votes 
that have been utterly pointless, 
in that the Senate is still run by 
Democrats, and the law is Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s signature 
achievement, and there’s no 
way on God’s green earth it will 
be repealed. 

But never mind. As Oct. 1 has 
neared - the date both Obam¬ 
acare kicks in and the govern¬ 
ment needs to be funded -Re¬ 
publicans moved to another 
tactic, which was every bit as 
hopeless. They began demand¬ 
ing that Obamacare be re¬ 
versed - or at least delayed - as 
part of any deal to keep the gov¬ 
ernment running. (At one point 
they had a lengthy wish list that 
was so implausible it was almost 
laugh-out-loud funny.) 


But to the surprise of absolutely 
no one, when Republicans add¬ 
ed the anti-Obamacare lan¬ 
guage to the “continuing reso¬ 
lution” designed to finance the 
government (for all of six weeks!), 
the Senate quickly rejected the 
House bill and insisted instead 
on a continuing resolution that 
did nothing but what it was sup¬ 
posed to do: fund the govern¬ 
ment. Republicans, meanwhile, 
would not back away from their 
demand that the “CR” had to be 
linked to a delay in Obamacare. 
“I see almost no hope of avoid¬ 
ing a government shutdown,” 
Rep. Jim Cooper, a conservative 
Democrat from Nashville, told 
me Monday afternoon. It’s pos¬ 
sible, of course, that House Re¬ 
publicans will pass a continuing 
resolution in the wee small hours, 
after this column has gone to 
bed. But it’s very unlikely. 

And that’s the second way 
in which Republican strategy 
seems to have run off the rails. 
This constant brinkmanship, 
which Republicans bring on with 
their unrealistic demands and 
deadlines, consistently redounds 
against them. It makes you won¬ 
der what they are trying to ac¬ 
complish. 

But, of course, we know what 
they are trying to accomplish. 
They are trying to mollify the ex¬ 
tremist element of their party, the 
Tea Party Republicans who vote 
in primaries and who have suc¬ 
ceeded in electing lots of House 
members and a handful of sena¬ 
tors, such as Ted Cruz of Texas 
and Marco Rubio of Florida. 

The House speaker, John Boeh- 
ner, won’t bring “a clean CR” 
- that is, a continuing resolution 
without any of the anti-Obam- 
acare language - not because it 
won’t pass, but because it prob¬ 
ably would, which would infuri¬ 
ate the Tea Party wing of his par¬ 
ty and jeopardize his leadership 
post. Indeed, as Boehner well 
knows, many House Republicans 


do not want the government to 
shut down and would probably 
vote for the Senate’s clean bill if 
given half a chance. Their unwill¬ 
ingness to speak out against the 
extreme faction in their party is 
shameful. And it’s tragic that, at 
a time when the House desper¬ 
ately needs a strong speaker, it 
has John Boehner instead. 

What was clear Monday was 
that if the government does shut 
down, the Republicans are go¬ 
ing to be blamed. All day long, 
we watched the Democrats, 
starting with Obama, make the 
case that Republican demands 
were unreasonable, and, in¬ 
deed, dangerous, given what 
was at stake. Republicans spent 
the day on the defensive. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, the liberal 
Democrat from Massachusetts, 
described Republican tactics to 
me as “hostage taking.” Harry 
Reid, the Senate majority leader, 
told reporters that if “we can’t 
pass this” - meaning a clean CR 
- “we’re only truly entering a ba¬ 
nana Republican mind-set.” 

I hate the fact that I now know 
what a “clean CR” means. It’s 
the kind of inside-the-Beltway 
term that the country only learns 
about when there is some big cri¬ 
sis in Washington, as there is now. 
A government that functioned 
would fight over the budget but 
would ultimately pass a budget. 
This government can barely hob¬ 
ble from one CR to the next. 

A party controlled by its most ex¬ 
treme faction will ultimately be 
forced back to the center. The 
Democrats learned that when 
Walter Mondale was losing to 
Ronald Reagan, and Michael 
Dukakis to George H.W. Bush. 
Now it is the Republicans who 
don’t seem to understand that 
their extreme tactics are pleas¬ 
ing a small percentage of their 
countrymen but alienating ev¬ 
eryone else. 

Can’t wait for the debt-ceiling 
crisis. It’s just weeks away.Q 
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A NATURAL EXPRESSION OF SELF 


RUTH LA FERLA 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Dante de Bla- 
sio’s towering Afro, a sup¬ 
porting player in his father's 
mayoral campaign, riv¬ 
eted attention once more 
last week when it caught 
the eye of President Barack 
Obama. Introducing Bill 
de Blasio at a Democratic 
fundraiser in midtown Man¬ 
hattan, Obama digressed 
to point out, “Dante has 
the same hairdo as I had 
in 1978. Although I have to 
confess my Afro was never 
that good.” 

Nor was it as voluminous, 
or as apparently devoid 
of a political charge. As 
16-year-old Dante implied 
in an interview with DNAIn- 
fo.com, an online local 
news source, hair is just hair. 
“Some people want to 
take photos and I’m really 
just happy,” he said. Oth¬ 
ers want to reach out and 
touch it, and some did 
at last week’s fundraiser, 
their enthusiastic petting 


prompting the elder de 
Blasio to joke that he might 
have to call security. 

The mayoral candidate 
was doubtless aware that 
Dante’s outsize hair placed 
him in a league with a cur¬ 
rent generation that has 
adopted what once was 
a badge of revolt as an 
emblem of style's cutting 
edge. Resurgent in films 
and television and the 
streets, inspired by a galaxy 
of pop culture idols, the 
Afro today seems friendly 
enough, even downright 
disarming - a kinder, gen¬ 
tler “natural” pretty much 
shorn of its militancy. 
Images like those of Halle 
Berry's tightly coiled halo 
or Nicki Minaj's poodly pink 
Glamfro on the cover of Al¬ 
lure last year have played 
a part in resurrecting the 
hallmark style. Hoping to 
stand apart from her more 
famous sister, Solange 
Knowles last year chopped 
her chemically processed 
hair to reveal the wedge¬ 


shaped Afro that has since 
become her signature. 
And the actress Viola Da¬ 
vis showed off her natural 
curls at the Oscar ceremo¬ 
nies a year ago after walk¬ 
ing most of the red carpet 
season in a wig; Prince 
poses regally in his Afro on 
the August issue of V mag¬ 
azine. 

Even the customarily con¬ 
ventional Oprah Win¬ 
frey stepped out to front 
the September issue of 
O, the Oprah magazine, 
in a 3.5-pound wig that 
spanned its cover nearly 
edge to edge above the 
cover line: “Let's talk about 
HAIR!” 

The style's current iteration 
bears little kinship to the 
anti-gravity hair flaunted 
in the late 1960s by Angela 
Davis, Eldridge and Kath¬ 
leen Cleaver and other 
icons of the Black Power 
movement. 

“In the ‘60s the Afro was 
looked upon as ‘Wow, 
you're stepping out there, 
you're really going against 
the grain,'” said Andre 
Walker, the man who 
fluffed Winfrey’s wig into its 
umbrella-size proportions. 
In contrast, “When I talk to 
a lot of the kids from this 
generation,” he said, “the 
whole civil rights move¬ 
ment, it's very vague to 
them. 

“I don’t think they really 
know the meaning of how 
radical an Afro was in fhe 
day," Walker added. “It's a 
different time now." 

Though his father wore an 
Afro in the 1970s and ‘80s, 
16-year-old Noah Negron, 
a high school senior in 
Brooklyn, was not bowing 
to family tradition or the 
politics of a bygone era 
when he decided fo grow 
ouf his hair. 

“I'm an environmentalist,” 
he said. “That’s where the 
locks come in. It's like all 
natural.” 

Reluctant to treat her hair 
with potentially damaging 
lye, another Brooklyn resi¬ 
dent who identified herself 
only as Tamar A., declared: 
“This is just how my hair 
grows out of my head. I’m 
nof trying to make a state¬ 
ment. I'm just more com¬ 
fortable being who I am." 
Those comments were 



Aru Banks, who wears his hair in the style of an afro, in New York, 
Sept. 24, 2013. Images like those of Halle Berry's tightly coiled 
halo and Nicki Minaj’s poodly pink Glamfro on the cover of Al¬ 
lure last year have played a part in the slow resurgence of the 
afro. 

(Elizabeth Lippman/The New York Times) 




Destinee Davis, who wears her hair in the style of an afro, in New 
York, Sept. 24,2013. Though it has become increasingly popular, 
especially in hipster enclaves like Brooklyn, the Afro has yet to 
claim the status of a widespread trend. 

(Elizabeth Lippman/The New York Times) 


echoed by the often eco- 
conscious champions of 
unprocessed hair captured 
in photographs by Michael 
July in his new book “Afros: 
A Celebration of Natural 
Hair." Many of his subjects 
told July that going natural 
was a way of embracing 
their racial heritage or re¬ 
kindling their self-esteem. 

At the time of its genesis 
some 50 years ago, the 
Afro was far from accept¬ 
able. Both white and older 
black Americans viewed it 
as a threat to the prevailing 
social order. The deliber¬ 
ately confrontational look 
adopted by Carol (Yaya 
Alafia) in “The Butler," 
raised hackles in the street 
and in the home of Louis, 
her boyfriend (David Oy- 
elowo). So incensed was 
Louis’ mother (Winfrey) by 
the younger woman’s way¬ 
wardness that she aborted 
a family dinner, throwing 
her out of the house. 

Willie Morrow, a pioneer of 
the blowout, as the Afro 
was known in the ‘70s, 
and one who popularized 
the Afro-pick, fhe oversize 
comb that many wore like 
diadems, recalled, “When 


you walked down the 
street it made a firm state¬ 
ment, much like saggy 
pants make a statement 
today. 

Black parents would say 
to their youngsters, ‘Don't 
wear that comb: it sends a 
message.’” 

Bebe Moore Campbell ad¬ 
opted an Afro in the early 
‘70s, aware of her parents’ 
discomfort. They “were 
grappling with a very real 
emotion,” Campbell wrote 
in Ebony in 1982. “When 
‘militant’ became the ral¬ 
lying cry for calling out the 
National Guard, big natu¬ 
rals made good targets." 
Today in some quarters the 
style sends a message of a 
different sort. 

“The stigma with some 
black women seems to 
be that ‘nappy hair’ is al¬ 
most as bad as a loo roll 
trailing from your shoe,” 
actress Thandie Newton 
said last year to Kay Mon¬ 
tano, a beauty blogger. 
When Newton permitted 
her daughters to grow their 
hair “wild and scruffy,” as 
she described if, “I had re¬ 
marks about how I don’t 
take care of their hair. 



























